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THE 


P R E F A of E. 


H E Principles of Atheiſm and Infidelity. have 
prevailed ſo far upon our Age, as to break in up- 
on the ſacred Fences of Virtue and Piety and to 
deſtroy the nobleſt and moſt effetual Springs of true and —_— 
vital Religion; I mean thoſe which are contained in 
_ the bleſſed Goſpel. The Doctrine of the Reſurrection 
of the Body and the conſequent States of Heaven and 
Hell is a Guard and Motive of divine Force; but it 
is renounced by the Enemies of our holy Chriſtianity + th 
and ſhould we give up the Recompences of Separate =_ 
Souls while the Deiſt denies the Reſurrection of the _ K 
Body, 1 fear between both we ſhould ſadly enfeeble and , 
0 5 the Cauſe of Virtue and leave it too naked and k 
defenſeleſs. The Chriſtian would have but one Per- 
ſuaſive of his kind remaining, and the Deiſt Would 5 
have none at all. 
I... is neceſſary n to be upon c our Gin and to 
 eftabliſh every Motive that we can derive either from 
Reaſon or Scripture to fecure Religion in the World. 
The Dodtrine of the State of Separate Spirits, and the 
Commencement of Rewards and Puniſbments immediate- 
 Iy after Death, is one of thoſe ſacred Fences of Virtue 
= whichweborrow from Scripture and it is highly favoured 
by Reaſon, and therefore it may not be unſeaſonable ib 
"publiſh ſuch Arguments as may tend to the Support of it. 
The Subſtance of this little Book was written three 
Years ago on a ſpecial Occaſion, and was ſometime 
afterward drawn up into the Form in which it now 
fands: what particular Accidents occaſioned ſo long 4 
Delay of its Appearance in the 1 orld are not worthy 
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The Introduction or Pro poſal of the 
Queſtion, with a Diſtintion of the 
en. who oppoſe . 


Tis confeſſed 1 thesECT. 
Doctrine of the Reſur- . 
rection of the Dead at 

the laſt Day, and the 
eyerlaſting Joys and the 
eternal Sorrows that 

"0 | ſhall ſucceed it, as they 

are > deferibed.1 in [the New Teſtament, are a 

W. awful Sanction to the on of Chriſt, 
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E ay toward the Proof 
and carry in them ſuch Principles of Hope 
and Terror as ſhould effectually diſcou- 
rage Vice and Irreligion, and become a 
powerful Attractive to the Practice of Faith 
and Love and univerſal Holineſs. 
But fo corrupt and perverſe are the In- 


- clinativiis of Men in this fallen and dege- 


nerate World, and their Paſſions are ſo 


much impreſſed and moved by things that 


are preſent or juſt at hand, that the Joys of 


Heaven and the Sorrows of Hell when ſet 
far beyond Death and the Grave at ſome 


vaſt and unknown Diſtance of Time, would 


have but too little Influence on their Hearts 


| and Lives. And tho theſe ſolemn and 


important Events are never ſo certain in 


themſelves, yet being look'd upon as Things 


a great way off, make too feeble an Impreſ- | 


ſion on the Conſcience, and their Diſtance 
is much abuſed to give an Indulgence to 


preſent Senſualities. For this we have the _ 

Teſtimony of our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, 
Matt. xxiv. 48. The evil ſervant ſays, 
my Lord delays his coming; then he be- 


gins to ſmite his fellow ſervants, and to 


eat and drink with the drunken : And 


Solomon teaches us the ſame Truth, Eccleſ. 
viii. 11. Becauſe ſentence againſt an cuil 


work is not executed ſpeedily, therefore 


the heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet 
in them to do evil. And even the good 


Seryants 
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Servants in this imperfe& State, the Sons $E CT; 


of Virtue and Picty may be too much al- 
lured to indulge ſinful Negligence, and 
yield to Temptations too eaſily when the 
Terrors of another World are ſet ſo far 
off, and their Hope of Happineſs is de- 
lay d fo long. Tis granted indeed that 
this ſort of Reaſoning is very unjuſt; but 
ſo fooliſh are our Natures that we are too 
ready to take up with it, and to grow more 
remiſs in the Cauſe of Religion. 
MWM hereas if it can be made to appear from 
the Word of God that at the Moment of 
Death the Soul enters into an unchangeable 
State, according to its Character and Con- 
duct here on Earth, and that the Recom- 
pences of Vice and Virtue are in ſome 
meaſure to begin immediately upon the 
end of our State of Trial; and if beſides 
all this there be a glorious and a dreadful 


Reſurrection to be expected with eternal 


Pain or eternal Pleaſure both for Soul 
and Body, and that in a more intenſe De- 
gree, when the Theatre of this World is 
ſhut up, and Chriſt Jeſus appears to pro- 
nounce his publick Judgment on the World, 
then all thoſe little Subterfuges are preclu- = 
ded which Mankind would form to them- 
ſelves from the unknown Diſtance of the 
; Day of Recompence: Virtue will have a 
| nearer and ſtronger Guard plac'd about it, 
—— and 
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E ay toward the Proof 


SECT. and Piety will be attended with ſuperior 


4 


Motives, if its initial Rewards are near at 


hand ant ſhall commence as ſoon as this 


Life expires ; and the Vicious and Profane 
"il be more effectually affrighted if the 
Hour of Death muſt immediately conſign 
them to a State of perpetual Sorrows and 
bitter Anguiſh of Conſcience without Hope 
and with a fearful Expectation of yet great- 


er Sorrows and Anguiſh. 
1 know what the Oppoſers of the Sepa- 
rate State reply here, vi. that the whole 


Time from Death to the Reſurrection is but 
as the Sleep of a Night, and the Dead ſhall 
awake out of their Graves utterly ignorant 
and inſenſible of the long Diſtance of Time 


that hath paſt ſince their Death. One Vear 


or one thouſand Years will be the ſame 
thing to them; and therefore they ſhould. 
be as careful to prepare for the Day of 


Judgment and the Rewards that attend it 


as they are for their Entrance into the Se- 
parate State at Death, if there were any 


_ ſuch State to receive them. 


I grant, Men ſhould be fo in Reaſon and 


juſtice: But ſuch is the Weakneſs and Fol- 
ly of our Natures that Men will not be 


ſwo much influenced nor alarmed by diftant 
Proſpects, nor ſo ſollicitous to prepare for 


an Event which they ſuppoſe to be ſo very 
far olh, as ae would for the ſame Eyent, 


if 


Of a SEPARATE STATE: 13 
if it commences as ſoon as ever this mortal S ECT. 
Life expires. The vicious Man will — MW 
| his Senſualities and he down to flee 
Death with this Comfort, I ſhall take wy 
Reſt here for a hundred or a thouſand 
Tears, and perhaps in all that Space my 
Offences may be forgotten, or ſomething 
may happen that I may eſtape; or let the 
worſt come that can come, 1 hall have a 
long ſweet Nap before my Sorrows begin 
'Thus the Force of divine Terrors are great- 
ly enervated by this Delay of Puniſhment. 
I will not undertake to determine, when 
the Soul is diſmiſſed from the Body, whe= 
ther there be any explicit divine Sentence 
paſſed concerning its eternal State of Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery according to its Works in 
this Life ; or whether the Pain or Pleaſure 
that belongs to the Separate State be not 
chiefly ſuch as ariſes by natural Conſequence 
from a Life of Sin or a Life of Holineſs, 
and as being under the Power of an approv- 
ing or a condemning Conſcience : But it 
ſeems to me more probable that fince the 
ſpirit returns to God that gave it, to 
| God the Fudge of all, with whom the ſpi- 
ite of the guſt made perfect dwell, and 
| fince the Spirit of a Chriſtian when abſent | 
from the 7 zs preſent with the Lord, 
E Chriſt, 1 I am more inclined to think a 
. that there 1s s ſome one of Judicial Deter- 
4 = mination 
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Eſſay toward the Proof 


sEC r. mination of this important Point, either by 


God himſelf, or rather by Feſus Chriſt, 
into whoſe Hands he has committed all 


Judgment. Heb. ix. 27. It is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judg- 


ment : whether immediate or more diſtant 1 


is not here expreſly declared, though the im- 
mediate Connexion of the Words hardly 
gives room for ſeventeen hundred Years to 
intervene. But if the ſolemn Formalities of 


a Judgment be delay'd, yet the Conſcience 


of a ſeparate Spirit reflecting on a holy or 
a ſinful Life is ſufficient to begin a Hea- 


ven or a Hell immediately after Death. | 
Amongſt thoſe who delay the Seaſon of 
Recompence till the Reſurrection, there are 


ſome who ſuppoſe the Soul to exiſt ſtill as 
a diſtinct Being from the Body, but to paſs 
the whole Interval of Time in a State of 
Stupor or Sleep, being altogether uncon- 
ſcious and unactive. Others again imagine, 
that the Soul itſelf has not a ſufficient Di- 
ſtinction from the Body to give it any pro- 
per Exiſtence when the Body dies; but 
that its Exiſtence ſhall be renewed at the 
Reſurrection of the Body and then be made 
the Subject of Joy or Pain according to its 
N Behaviour in this mortal State. 5 


I think there might be an effectual A 


gument againſt each of theſe Opinions r 1 


5 "ied from the eee of ee 


mall 
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Jhall juſt give a Hint of them and then S ECT. 
proceed to ſearch what Scripture has re- I. 
vealed in this Matter, which is of much AN m 
greater Importance to us and will haye a 


more powerful Influence on the Minds of 
Chriſtians. 
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I. Somt imagine the Soul of Man to 
be his Blood or his Breath, or a fort of 
vital Flame, or refined Air or Vapour, or 
the Compoſition and Motion of the Fluids 
and Solids in the animal Body. This they 
ſuppoſe to be the Spring or Principle of his 
intellectual Life and of all his Thoughts 
and Conſciouſneſs, as well as of his animal 
Life. And though this Soul of Man dies 
together with the Body and has no man- 
ner of ſeparate Exiſtence or Conſciouſneſs, 
yet when the Body is raiſed from the 
Grave they ſuppoſe this Principle of Con- 
ſctouſnels is renewed again, and intellectual 
Life is given him at the Reſurrection as 
well as a new corporeal Life. _ | 
But it ſhould be conſidered that this 
_ conſcious or thinking Principle having loſt 
its Exiſtence for a Seaſon, it will be quite 
a new Thing or another Creature at 
the Reſurrection; and the Man will be 
properly another 2 Perſon, another SELF, 
another I or HE: And ſuch a new con- 
ſcious Principle or Perſon cannot property 
be 
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I. 


. Effay Younard the Prop. 
8E CT. be rewarded or puniſhed for perſonal Vir- 


tues or  Vices of which itſelf cannot be 
conſcious by any Power of Memory or Re- 


flection, and which were tranſacted in this 
mortal State by another diſtinct Principle of 
Conſciouſneſs. For if the conſcious Prin- 
ciple itſelf or the thinking Being has ceaſed 
to exiſt, it is impoſſible that it ſhould retain 


any Memory of former Actions, ſince it- 


ſelf began to be but in the Moment of the 
Reſurrection. The Doctrine of rewarding 

or puniſhing the ſame Soul or intelligent 
Nature which did Good or Evil in this Life 
neceſſarily requires that the ſame Soul or 
intelligent Nature ſhould have a continued 
and uninterrupted Exiſtence, that ſo the 
ſame conſcious Being which did Good or 

Evil my be rewarded or puniſhed. ; 


IL Tos: who ſuppoſe the Soul 4 


Man to have a real diſtinct Exiſtence when 
the Body dies, but only to fall into a State 
of Slumber without Conſciouſneſs or Acti- 
vity, muſt I think ſuppoſe this Soul to 
be Material, i. e. an extended and ſolid I 
Subſtance. : 


If they ſuppoſe i it to be inextended or 


to have no Parts or Quantity, I confeſs 1 


have no manner of Idea of the Exiſtence 


or Poſſibility of ſuch an inextended Being 
without Conſciouſneſs or actiye Power, nor 
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grant it to be extended. 


But if they imagine the Soul to be ex- 
_ tended, it muſt either have ſomething more 
of Solidity or Denſity than mere empty 
Space, or it muſt be quite as unſolid and 


thin as Space itſelf: Let us E both 
theſe. 


If it be as thin and ſubtle as mere emp- 


ty Space, yet while it is active and con- 
ſcious, 1 own it has a proper Exiſtence; 
but if it once begin to fleep and drop all 
Conſcioufneſs and Activity, I have no other 
Idea of it but the fame which I have of 
empty Space, and that I conceive to be 
mere Nothing, tho it impoſe upon us with 
the Appearance of ſome ſort of Properties. 
I they allow the Soul to have any the 
leaſt, Degree of Denſity above what be- 
| longs to empty Space, this is $9/zdzty in 
the Philoſophic Senſe of the Word, and 
then it is /o/zd Extenſion, which 1 call 
Matter: and a material Being may indeed 
be laid aſleep, i. e. it may ceaſe to have 
any Motion in its Parts; but Motion is not 
Conſciouſneſs: And how either ſolid or 
unſolid Extenſion, either Space or Matter, 
can have any Conſciouſneſs or Thought be- 
longing to any Part of it, or ſpread through 
the Wine of 1 1 know not; or what = 
2 ore 
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do they pretend to have any ſuch Idea as SE CT. 
I ever heard, and therefore they generally 


1. 
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Eſay toward the Proof - 
3E CT. ſoit of Extenſion can do toward Thought 


or Conſciouſneſs, I confeſs I underſtand 
not, nor can 1 s any more an Idea of 
it, than I can of a blue Motion, or a fra- 
grant Sound, or of Fire or-Air, Reaſoning 


or Rejoicing: and I do not affect to ſpeak z 
of Things or Words when I can form no 


correſpondent Ideas of what is ſpoken, 
So far as I can judge, the Soul of Man 


in its own Nature is nothing elſe but a con- 


ſcious and active Principle, ſubſiſting by it- 
ſelf, made after the Image of God, who is 


al conſcious Activity; and it is ſtill the 
ſame Being, whether it be united to an ant- 
mal Body, or ſeparated from it, If the 
Body die, the Soul ſtill exiſts an active 
and conſcious Power or Principle, or Being; 
and if it ceaſes to be conſcious and active, 
I think it ceaſes to be; for I have no Con- 
ception of what remains. 


Now if the conſcious Principle continue 


cConſcious, it will not be in a mere conſcious 


| Indolence: : The good Man and the Wick- 
ed will not have the ſame indolent Exiſt- 


ence. Virtue or Vice in the Temper of 
this Being abſent from Matter or Body, will 


become a Pleaſure or a Pain to the Conſci- 


ence of a Separate Spirit. 


I am well aware that this is a Subject 


which has imploy'd the T houghts of many 
ee and 1 do but * intimate my 


own 


OY 
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own Sentiments without preſuming to judge 8E T. 
J. 


for others. But the Defence or Refutation 


of Arguments on this Subject would draw 


me into a Field of Philoſophical Diſcourſe, 


whichis very foreign to my preſent Pu Poſe: 3 
And whether this Reaſoning ſtand or fall, it 
will have but very little Influence on cui 
Controverſy with the Generality of Chri- 
ſtians, becauſe it is a Thing rather to be 
determined by the Revelation of the Word 
of God. I therefore drop this Argument at 
once, and apply myſelf immediately to con- 
ſider the Proofs that may be drawn fronn 
| Scripture, for the Soul's Exiſtence in a Se- 
| parate State after Death, and before the Re- 
ſurrectionvn. 


— At : 
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SECT. u. 


5 Probable Arguments for the Sx PA RATE 


STATE. 


as in the New, which may be moſt na- 
turally and properly conſtrued to ſignify 
the Exiſtence of the Soul in a Separate 
State after the Body is dead: but ſince they 

do not carry with them ſuch plain Evi- 

% re, or forcible Proof, and may r 
5 Cc "ER 5 
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— | H 1 R E are S Places of Scrip- 
ture in the Old Teſtament, as well 
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SECT. be interpreted to another Senſe, I ſhall not 


II. 


Eſſay auer the Proof 


long inſiſt upon them: however, it may 
not be amiſs juſt to mention a few of them, 


and paſs away. 


Pal. Ixxili. 24, 26. Thou ſhalt guide 
me with thy counſel, and afterward re- 


cerve me to glory: My fleſh and my heart 


faileth; but God is the ſireugth of my 
Heart, and my portion for ever. In theke 


VerſesReceiving to Glory ſeems immediate- 


ly to follow a Guidance through this World; 
and when he Fleſh and Heart of the Pſal- 


miſt ſhould fail him in Death, God con- 
tinued to be his Portion for ever, God would 
receive him to himſelf as ſuch a Portion, 
and thereby he gave Strength or Courage 6 


to his Heart even in a dying Hour. 


Eceleſ. xii. 7. Then ſhall the duſt return | 


to the earth as it was, and the ſpirit to 
God that gave it. It is confeſs d the Word 
Spirit in the Hebrew is the ſame with 
Breath, and is repreſented in ſome Places 
of Seripture as the Spring of animal Life 
to the Body: Vet it is evident in many 
other Places, the Word Spirit ſignifies the 
conſcious Principle in Man, or the intelli- 
gent Being, which knows and reaſons, per- 
ceives and acts. The Scripture ſpeaks of 
being grieved in ſpirit, Iſai. liv. 6. : & 
rejoicing in ſpirit, Luke x. 21. The ſpirit 
55g of « a man knowerth the things of a man, 


1 Cor. 


which he 
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1 Cor. il. 11. There js a ſpirit in man, i. e. S ET. 
a Principle of Underſtanding, Job xxxii. 8. 


And thzs Spirit both of the Wicked and 


the Righteous at Death returns to God, 


Eccleſ. xii. 7. to God who (as I hinted be- 


fore) is the Judge of all in the World of 


Spirits, probably to be further determined 


and diſpoſed of as to its State of Reward 
or Puniſhment. FE 
Jaz. lvii. 2. The righteous i is taken a- 
day from the evil to come, he ſhall enter in- 
lo peace, they ſhall reſt in their beds, each 
one walking in his uprightneſs. The Soul 
of every one that walketh uprightly ſhall 
at Death enter into a State of Peace while 


their Body reſts in the Bed of Duſt. 


LCule ix. 30, 31. And behold there tall- 
ed with him, i. e. with Jeſus, tαπ ¾⁰ men 
which were Moſes and Elias, who ap. 


| peared in glory and ſpale of his deceaſe 
fou accompliſh at Jeruſalem. 
I grant it may be poſſible that theſe might 


be but Viſions which appeared to our blet- 
ſed Saviour and his Apoſtles: but it is a 
much more natural and obvious Iiterpreta- 
tion to ſuppoſe that the Spirits of theſe two 

great Men, whereof one was the Inſtitutor, 
and the other the Reformer of the Jew iſh ; 


Church, did really appear to Chri/i, who 


was the Reformer of the World, and the 


Inſtitutor of the Chriſtian Church, and con- 
verſe LY 
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E ſay toward the Proof 


SECT. verſe with him about the important Event 


II. 


of his Death and his Return to Heaven: 


perhaps the Spirit of Elijal had his hea- 


venly Body with him there, ſince He never 


died, but was carried alive to Heaven; 
but Moſes gave up his Soul at the Call of 


God when no Man was near him, and his 


Body was, buried by God himſelf, See 


2 Kings 1 11.11. and Deut. xxx1v. I, 5, 6. 


and his Spirit was probably made viſible 
only by an aſſumed Vehicle for that Pur- 


poſe. 


Acts vii. 9. And they foned Stephen 


calling upon Col and ſaying, Lord Jeſus, 


receive my ſpirit, Thole who deny a 


Separate State ſuppoſe that Stephen here 


commits his Spirit, or Principle of human 
Life, into the Hands or Care of Chriſt (be- 


| cauſe the Life of a Saint is ſaid to be hid 


with Chriſt in God, Coloſ. iii. 3, 4.) that 


he might reſtore it at the Reſurrection and 
raiſe him to Life again. But I think this 
is an unnatural Force put upon theſe Words, 

contrary to their moſt obvious Meaning if 
We conſider the Context: for Stephen here 
had a Viſion of the Son of Man, or Chriſt 
Feſus, ſtanding on the right hand of God, 
and the glory of God near him; ſee ver. 
55, 56. Whereupon Stephen being conſci- 


cous of the Laiſience of Chriſt in that glo- 


rious State, deſired that he would receive his 


Spirit, 
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Spirit, and take it to dwell with him in his SE CT, 
. Father's Houſe; not to lie and ſleep in I. — 
Heaven, for there is no Night there, but 
to behold the Glory of Chrz/t according to 
the many Promiſes that Chri/t had made 
to his Diſciples, that he would go and pre- Fi 
pare a place for them in his Father's houſe, — 
and that they ſhould be wth him there to 
behold his glory, Fohn xiv and xvii, which 
1 ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak of afterward. 
2 Cor. v. 1,2. For we know that if our 
_ earthly houſe of this tabernacle were diſ- 
| fobuved, we have a building of God, au 
houſe not made with hands eternal in the 
heavens. For in this we groan earneſtly, 
deſiring to be clothed upon with our houſe 
which ig from heaven. Ver. 4. We in this 
_ tabernacle groan being burdened, not for 
that we would be unclothed, but clothed 
upon, that mortality might be ſwallowed up 
F life. It is evident that this Houſe from 
Heaven, this Building of God, is ſomething 
which is like the Clothing of a Soul deyeſted 
a of this earthly Tabernacle, or it is the Cloth- 
if ing of the whole Perſon, Body and Soul, 
which would abrogate the State of Mortali- 
ft ty and ſwallow it 7 in Life. For tho in 
Ver. 4. the Apoſtle ſuppoſes that the Soul 
doth not deſire the Death of the Body, or that 
1 itſelf ſhould be unc lothed, and therefore 
he would rather chooſe to have this State of 
i ocraut cole) "5 þ 
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SECT; 


—— 


E ay toward the Proof 


bleſſed Immortality ſuperinduced on his 
Body and Soul at once without dying, yet 
in the firſt Verſe he plainly means ſuch a 
Houſe in or from Heaven, or ſuch a Cloth- 


ing which may come upon the Soul im- 


mediately as ſoon as the earthly Houſe or 
Tabernacle of his Body is diſſolved. And 
how dubious ſoever this may appear to 


thoſe who read the Chapter only thus far, 


yet the 8th Verſe, which ſuppoſes good 
Men to be preſent with Chriſt when ab- 

ſent from the Body, determines the Senſe 
of it as I have explained 1 it; of which heres 
after. 


Perhaps it is hard to determine whether 
this ſuperinduced Clothing be like the She 


cinah or viſible Glory in which Chriſt, 


Moſes and Elias appeared at the Transfi- 
guration, and which ſome ſuppoſe to have 
belonged to Adam in Innocency, or whe- 


ther it fignify only a State of happy Im- 


mortality ſuperinduced or brought in up- 


on the departing Soul at Death, or upon 


the Soul and Body united as in this Life, 
and with which thoſe Saints ſhall be cloth- 
ed who are found alive at the coming of 
Chriſt, according to 1 Cor. xv. 52, 53, 54. 
which will not kill the Body, but ſwallow 
its mortal State in immortal Life. 


either Way, yo the great Point ſeems to 


Let this Matter, I ſay, be determined 


be 


Of a SEPARATE STATE, 


there is a conſtions Being ſpoken of, which 
is very diſtin from its Tabernacle or 


that when the earthy Houſe or Veſture is 


diſſolved or put off, the heavenly Houſe 
or Clothing is ready at hand to be put on 


25 


be evident, even beyond Probability, that $ 1 C T, 


immediately, to render the Soul of the 


Chriſtian fit to be preſent with the Lord. 


2 Cor. xii. 2, 3. 1 knew a man in Chriſt 
above fourteen years ago, whether in the 
body or out of the body, I cannot tell, God 
knoweth : how that he was caught up in- 
To paradiſe, and heard ee words. 

1 grant this does not actually ſhew the 

Exiſtence of a Separate State after Death _ 


till the Reſurrection; yet it plainly mani- 


feſts St. Paul's Belief that there might be 
ſuch a State, and that the Soul might be 


ſeparated from the Body, and might Exiſt 


and Think and Know and Act in Paradiſe 


in a State of Separation, and Hear and per- 
haps Converſe in the unſpeakable Language 
of that World while 1 it was abſent Fus the 
Bo dy. | 
And as 1 acknowledge! am one of toſs | 
; Perſons who do not believe that the intel- 
lectual Spirit or Mind of Man is the proper 
N of animal Life to the Body, but 


8 that 


* 
Houſe or Cloathing, and which exiſts ſtill — 


what ever its Clothing or its Dwelling be, 
or whether it be put off or put on; and 
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SECT, that it is another diſtin&t conſcious Being 


Eſſay towerd ” Proof 


that generally uſes the Body as an Habita- 
tion, Engine or Inſtrument while its ani- 
mal Life remains, ſo I am of Opinion it is 
a poſſible Thing for the intellectual Spirit 
in a miraculous Manner by the ſpecial Or- 
der of God, to act in a State of Separation 


' without the Death of the animal Body, ſince 
the Life of the Body depends upon Breath 
and Air and the regular Temper and Mo- 


tion of the Solids and Fluids of which it 1s 
e Sb And St. Pant ſeems — to be 


* It would be thought perhaps a little foreign to my 


preſent Purpoſe, if 1 ſhould ſtay here to prove that it is 


not the conſcious Principle i in Man that gives or maintains 


the animal Life of his Body, It is granted that according 
to the Courſe of Nature and the general Appointment of. 
God therein, this conſcious Principle or Spirit continues 

its Communications with the Bod: 

animal Life, or is capable of its natural Motions, and 
able to obey the Volitions of the Spirit; and on this ac- 


y while the Body has 


count the Union of the rational Spirit to the Body and the 


animal Life of the Body are often repreſented as one and 


the ſame Thing, 


But if we enter into a Philoſophical Conſideration of 
Things, we ſhould remember that Animals of every kind 

in Earth, Air and Sea, and even the minuteſt Inſets which 

warm in Millions, and worlds of them which are invi- 

ſible to the naked Eye, have all an animal Life, but no 

ſuch conſcious or thinking phy ak as is in Man: And 
why may not the Body of Man 

animal Life quite diſtinct from the Conſcious Spirit? 
Beſides, if this conſcious Principle give Life to the Body, 4 


1118 and Phyſicians, whoſe Power reaches only to 


rectify the diſordered Solids or Fluids of the Body, would 
not be ſo neceſſary to preſerve Life as an Orator to 
| _ perſuade the Spirit to continue in the Body and preſerve 


its Lite, And accordingiy we read of 1 norant 
| ations, 


1ave the ſame ſort ot __ 
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of the ſame Mind, by his doubting whether S E © r. 


his Spirit was in the Body or out of the 


Body whilſt it was rapt into the third 


Braves and enjoy'd this Viſion, his Body 
being yet alive. 

Phil. i. 21. For me to live is Chriſt, 
and to die is gain, The Apoſtle whilſt 
he was here upon Earth ſpent his Life in 
the Service of Chriſt and enjoy d many glo- 


rious Communications from him. For bi 


to live was Chriſt. And on this Account, 
he was contented to continue here in Lite 
longer: yet he is well ſatisfied that Death 
would be an Advantage or Gain to him. 
Now we can hardly ſuppoſe what Gain it 
would be for St. Paul to dic, if his Soul 
immediately went to ſleep, and became un- 
active and. unconſcious, While his Body lay 
in the Grave, and neither Soul nor Body 
could do any Service for Chriſt or receive 
any Communications from him till the great 
KRiſing-Day. This Text ſeems to carry the 
Argument above a meer Probability. 
I Thee iv. 14. For if we believe that 
Jeſus died and roſe again, even {0 them 
alſo which ſleep in Jeſus will Cod bring 


Nations, where the Kindred perſuade. the dying Perſon 


tolive and tarry with them and not to forſake them ; and 


when the Perſon is dead they mourn and reprove him, 
;. "0 Why were you ſo unkind to leave and forſake us?“ 

And indeed this Conduct of thoſe poor Savages is a very 
natural Inference from their Suppofition of the Intelli- = 
gent Spirit giving animal Life to the Body. 


Þ 3 with 


the Man 


Eſſuy toward the Proof 


8E CT, with him. The moſt natural and a 


Senſe of theſe Words is this, that when 
Jeſus Chriſt (in whom dwells the 
Fulneſs of the Godhead) ſhall deſcend 
from Heaven in order to raiſe the dead 
Bodies of thoſe that died or went to fleep in 
the Faith of Chriſi, God dwelling in him 
will bring with him the Souls of his Saints 


who were in Paradiſe, down to Earth to 
be reunited to their Bodies when Teſus 
raiſes them from the Dead, of which the 


Apoſtle ſpeaks in the 6th Verſe. This, I 


ſay, is the moſt natural and obvious Seals; . 


other Parapliraſes of the Words ſeem ftrain- 
ed and unnatural. 


1 Pet. ili. 18, 19, 20. Chriſt was put 
to death in the Peſb, but quickened by the 


Spirit, by which alſo he went and preach- 
ed unto the ſpirits in priſon, which ſome- 


time were diſobedient when once the long- 


ſuffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah. I confeſs this is a Text that has 


much puzzled Interpreters, in what Senſe 
Chriſt may be ſaid to go and preach to 
thoſe ancient Rebels who were deſtroyed 
_ by the Flood; whether he did it by his 
Spirit working in Noah the Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs in thoſe Days; or whether 


in the three Days in which the Body of 


| Chriſt lay dead, his Soul viſited the Spirits 
of thoſe Rebels in their ſeparate State of 


Im priſonment, 
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hun, on which ſome ground the SECT. 


' Notion of his Deſcent into Hell: But let 


this be determined as it will, the moſt clear 


and eaſy Senſe of the Apoſtle when he 
ſpeaks of the Sprrits in Priſon, is, that the 
Sls of thoſe Rebels, after their Bodies 
were deſtroy'd by the F lood, were reſery- 


ed in Priſon for ſome ſpecial and future 


Deſign: and this is very parallel to the 
preſent Circumſtances of fallen Angels in 
Fude Verſe 6th : The angels that kept 

not their firſt eftate, he hath reſerved in 
everlaſting chains under darkneſs unto the 
Judgment of the great day : and why may 
not the Spirits of Men be as well kept i in 


ſuch a Priſon as angelick Spirits? 


Jude, ver. 7. Sodom and Gomorrha are 
ſer forth for an example, ſuffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire. It is des that 
the material Fire which deſtroy'd Sodom 
and Gomorrha was not eternal, for a great 
Lake of Water quickly overflowed and now _ 
covers all that Plain where the Fire was 
kindled, which burnt down thoſe Cities. 
It is manifeſt alſo that the Day of Reſur- 
rection and future Puniſhment being not yet 
come, they do not at this Time ſuffer the 
Vengeance of eternal Fire in their Bodies: 
nor can this Verſe, I think, be well ex- 
plained to make Sodom and Gomorrha an 
Example to deter preſent Sinners from Un- 


clean- 


II. 
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II. 


22 toward the Proof 
SECT. clcanneſs, but by allowing that the Spirits 


of thoſe lewd Perſons are now ſuffering a 
Degree of Yengeance or Puniſhment from 
the Juſtice of God, which is compared to 


that Frre whereby their Cities and their 


Bodies were burnt, and which Vengeance 
at the laſt great Day ſhall pronounce their 


Puniſhment eternal, or kindle material F ire 


which ſhall never be quenched. 
The laſt Text I ſhall mention is, Rev. vi. 9. 


T ſaw under the altar the ſouls of them 


that were ſlain for the word of God and 


for the teſtimony which they held. I con- 
feſs this is a Book of Viſions, and this Place 
amongſt others might be explained as a 

meer Viſion of the Apoſtle, if there were no 


other Text which confirmed the Doctrine 


ofa Separate State: but ſince I think there 
are ſome ſolid Proofs of it in other Parts of the 
New Teſtament, I know not why this may 


not be explained at leaſt ſomething nearer to 


the literal Senſe of it, than thoſe will al- 
low who ſuppoſe the Soul to ſleep from 
Death to the Reſurrection. Why may not 

the Spirits of the Martyrs, which are now 


with God, pray him to haſten the Accom- 


pliſnment of his Promiſes made to his 


Church, and the Day of 3 _ 


: his irreconcileable Enemies: 2 


2 8 8 
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SECT. III 


Some firmer or more evident Proofs of a 
SEPARATE STATE. 


Come now to conſider thoſe Texts which SEC 8 
I think cannot with any Juſtice or ſolid 
Reaſon be turned aſide from their plain and 
obvious Intention, to reveal and declare that 
|| there is a Separate State of Souls. And 
| fuch in my Opinion are theſe that follow. 


Ter, Matth. x28. Fear not them 1 
" | which kill the body but are not able to = 
" | #41] the ſoul, but rather fear him who is Fj 
' | able to deſtroy both body and ſoul in hell. 1 


Every common Reader as well as every 

f Man of Learning who reads this Text with 
i a ſincere Mind and without Prejudice, 1 
I think, will acknowledge at leaſt, that the 

> | moſt obvious and caſy Senſe of the Words 

| implies, that there is a Soul in Man which 
Men cannot kill, even though ry kill the 

: 11 1 is to very little Purpoſe for Writers to 


„ Þ| fay, that the Greek Word $vgh which we 
n _ tranſlate Sou here, doth in other Places of 


Scripture and even in the 39th Verſe of this 
very Chapter, ſignify Zzfe, and conſequent- 
5 Fi here it may alſo ſi ignify the animal Life 


Or 
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Eſftay toward the Proof 


SECT. or the Perſon of the Man; for it is mani- 


. 


feſt that in this Place it mult ſignify ſome 
immortal Principle in Man that cannot die ; 


whereas when the Body is kill'd the animal 
Life dies too, and does not exiſt till * 
Body is raiſed again: but the Soul is a 
Principle in this Place which Men cat ; 
kill even though they deſtroy the Life of 
the Body: and whatſoever other Senſes the 
Word Þuy4 may obtain in other Texts, that 
cannot preclude ſuch a Senſe of it in this 
Text as is moſt uſual in itſelf, and which 


the Context makes neceſſary in this Place. 
Nor will it avail the Supporters of the 


Mortality of the Soul to ſay, that this 
Scripture means only that Men cannot kill 
the Joul for ever, ſo that it ſhall for ever 


periſh and have no future Life hereafter by 


a Reſurrection: for in this Senſe Men can- 


not &:// the Body ſo that it ſhall never re- 


vive or riſe again: But here is a plain Di- 
ſtinction in the Text, that the Body may be 
killed, but the Soul cannot. | 


And I think this Scripture proves alſo 


that though the Body may be laid to ſleep 
in the Grave, yet the Soul cannot be laid 
to fleep; for the Subſtance of the Body 
ſtill exiſts and is not utterly deſtroy d by 
_ killing it, but only laid to ſleep for a 
Time as the Scripture often deſcribes 
Death but the Soul cannot be thus laid 


to 


A 


and was carried by angels into Abraham's 


Lazarus, Verſe 27. to my father's houſe 


I grant that this Account of the rich Man 


dead Body was buried and his Soul was in 
Hell, while his five Brethren were here on 
5 Earth in a State of Probation, and would 
not hearken to Mo/es and the Prophets. 


Gs ſhew, that a Ghoſi ſent from the other 
World whether Heaven or Hell to wicked 


Of a SEPARATE STATE. FJ 


to fleep for a Time, with its Subſtance fill SE CT. 
exiſting, for that would be to have no 

Pre-eminence above the Body, which is 

contrary to this Aſſertion of our Saviour. 


II. Lux: xvi. 22, &c. The be gar died 


boſom : the rich man alſo died and was 
buried, and in hell he lift up his eyes, be- 
ing in torments, and ſaid, father Abra- 
bam, have mercy on me, &c. and ſend 


that he may teſtify to my brethren, leſt 
they come alſo into this place of torment. 


and the Beggar | is but a Parable, and yet it ſi 


may prove. the Exiſtence of the neh e . 
Soul in a Place of Torment before the Re- ED: 19 


ſurrection of the Body, for the Exiſtence of —_ 


Souls in a Separate State whilf other Men 
- dwell here on Earth is the very Founda- 
tion of the whole Parable, and runs thro 


the Whole of it. The poor Man died and 
his Soul was in Paradiſe The rich Man' af 


And the very Deſign of the Parable is 


E Nen . 
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Eſſy toward the Proof 


SE CT. Men who are here in a State of Trial, will 


not be ſufficient to convert them to Holi- 4 
— neſs, if they reje& the Means of Grace and 
the Miniſters of the Word. The very De- 


ſion of our Saviour ſeems to be loſt if there 
be no Souls exiſting in a Separate State. A 
_ Ghoſt ſent from the other World could ne- 
ver be ſuppoſed to have any Influence to 
convert Sinners in this World, even in a 
Parable, if there were no ſuch things as 
_ Ghoſts there. The rich Man's five Brethren 
could have no Motive to hearken to a Ghoſt 
pretending to come from Heaven or Hell 


if there were no ſuch thing as Ghoſts or 


ſeparate Souls either happy or miſerable. 
Nou ſurely if Parables can prove any 
thing at all they muſt prove thoſe Propo- 


ſitions which are both the Foundation and 


Deſign of the whole Parable. 
I might add yet further, that it is very 


ſtrange that our Saviour ſhouldſo particularly 
ſpeak of Angels carrying the Soul of a Man, 
whoſe Body was juſt dead, into Heaven or 

Paradiſe, which he calls Abraham' 8 Boſom, oY 
if there were no ſuch State or Place as a 
Heaven for ſeparate Souls, if Abraham's 


Soul had no Reſidence there, no Exiſtence 


in that State, if Angels had never any thing 
to do in ſach an Office. What would the 


Zews have ſaid or thought of a Prophet 


come from God who ) Bad taught his Do- 


Arines 3 
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Qrines to the People in Parables which had SE © T. 


ſcarce any fort of Foundation in the Reality 
or Nature of Things. 


But you will ay, the 7ew.s had ſuch an 


Opinion current among them, though 'twas 
a very falſe one, and that this was cnough 
to ſuppert a Parable: I anſwer, what could 
Chriſt (who is Truth itſelf ) have ſaid more 
or plainer to confirm the Jews in this groſs 
Error of a Separate State of Souls, than to 
5 form a Parable which ſuppoſes this Doctrine 
in the very Deſign and Moral of it as well 
as in the Foundation and Matter of it? 


III. Lon Xxx. 37; TY Now that the 


dead are raiſed even Moſes ſhewed at the 


buſh, when he calleth the Lord the God of 
Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God 
Jacob; for be is not a God of the dead 
but of the living; for all live unto him. 
Some learned Men ſuppoſe that the Con- 
troverſy between Chriſt and the Sadducees 
in this Place was about the Anaſtaſis, which 
implies the whole State of Exiſtence after 
Death, including both the Separate State 
and the Reſurrection, becauſe the Sadducees 
denied both theſe at once, and believed that 
Death finiſh'd the en Exiſtence of the 


Man. I hey denied Angels and Spirits, 


Acts xxiii 8. 2. e. ſeparate Souls of Men, and 
thought the Rewards and Puniſhments men- 


E Sn,” toned 


| 
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E ſay toward the Proof 


tioned in Scripture related only to this Life. 
Upon this Account they ſuppoſe our Sa- 
viour's Deſign is to prove the Exiſtence 


of Perſons or Spirits in the Separate State as 


much as the Rèſurrection of the Body. 
And when he ſays, that the Lord or 
Fehovah is deſcribed as the God of Abra- 


bam, &c. it ſuppoſes Abraham at the ſame 


Time to have actually ſome Life and Exi- 
ſtence in ſome State or other, for God 7 is 


not a God of the dead but of the living, 


for all that are dead and gone out of this 


World, ſtill /zve unto God, i. e. They have 


a preſent. Life in the iapinble World 3 5 


Spirits as God is an inviſible Spirit, 


well as they expect a Reſürrection of their 
Body 1 in due Time. 


How could God in the Days of Moſes be 


called actually zhe God of Abraham, Iſaac 
aud Jacob, who were long fince dead, if 
there was no Senſe in which they were now 


alive to God, ſince our Saviour declares, = 


Cod is properly the God only of the 2 - 
ing, and not of the dead? This Part of 


the Argument holds good in whatſoever 


Senſe you conſtrue the whole Debate, and 
by whatſoever Medium or Connexion you 


prove the Doctrine of the Reſurrection of 


the Body; and this is obvious to the ho- 
neſt and unlearned Reader as well as to the 


Mien of Learning,” 


; Iv. . ok 7 
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IV. LUXE xxiii. 42, 43. And he (that i SECT. 


the penitent Thief upon the Croſs) ſaid un- 
to Feſus, Lord, remember me when thou 


comeſi into thy kin * and Jeſus ſaid 
unto him, verily 1 ſay unto thee, To day 


III. 


ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe. The 


Thief upon the Croſs believed that Chriſt 


would enter into Paradiſe which he ſup- 


| poſed to be Chriſt's Kingdom, when he de- 


parted from this World which was not his 


Kingdom and this he believed partly ac- 


_ cording to the common Sentiment of the 
| Jews concerning good Men at their Death, 
as well as it is agrecable to our Saviour's 


own Expreſſions to God, John xvii. 11. 


Holy Father, I am no more in the world, 


and I come unto thee : or as he ſaid to his 
Diſciples, John xvi. 28. I leave the world 


and go to the Father. 


And according to theſe Expreſſions, 
Lule xxiil. 46. Chriſt dies with theſe Words 


on his Lips, Father, into thy hands J 


commend my ſpirit. Our Saviour taking 
Notice of the Repentance of the Thief, ac- 


knowledging his own Guilt, thus, We are 
juſtly under this condemnation and receive 


the due reward of our deeds ; and taking 
Notice alſo of his Faith in the Meſſiah, as 


a King whoſe Kingdom was not of this 


IJ orld, when he prey d; fore, remember 


ue 


. „ 
7 * ne 
a . 7 Q 
xx; 
1 
N 
. 
i :& 
: 
: 1 
20 ' 
£ 
14 TE. 
| 1 
. 2 
19 YL 
F 4 
; "BF: 
; 
| FI 
| LF 
* 1 
1 
Wi. | 
| IN i 
. 8 
: 1 
1 Os 5 
: ; * 
14 is 
r 1 
* 
. 
C- 8 
7 8 
5 * 
. 1 
4 N 
. * 
' 
8 : 
, 1 
"bs 
* 
4 , 
. 
If 
+2 
£1 
1 
N% 
14 
1.0% 
1 i 
4 
. a 
12 N 
1 
; 8s. 
4 by 
, 
+ 7779 
N 
; : 
* 
4% . 
Y : 
1 4 
$ © 
. WM ! 
£ þ 
. :Þ - 
3 5 5 
ET 8 
ITS * 
* N 
3 
i, — 
3K 
þ + =: j 
* 3 »4 
4H : 
. 
n 
PP 
15 by * : 
5 7 I 
. 4 0 
A 
1 
12 1 3 
. r 
7* 538 ot - 
.. 
1 
oF FX - 
2 = 
* 
FI - 
+ EST 
— 1 
1 
11 
£3, 1% \ 
8; 
L 1 - 
. 
5% BT ti 
<3 . 1 
0 
34 11 
: K 
Sh 
N 
*. 1 
KT: 
— a3. 
3 ib 
. 7 2 
4 * 
2 7 
7 FS © 
* ; 6, 
34.1 
: & - 
& * 
5 
2 Z — 
2 
q \ 
EY 
1 


Ee 
2 
* 
3 We 
” mg 
1 - nt Mets ate, 5 


— * 1 _— 23 — 7 * 
3 Pape p # y 3 
A apr 5-2-1 
” r CDT 
: — — <4 . . kx 3, gi * 2 * e 


r * a 
3 3 bo + Sr es > hr 6 — — — 


I SD 


38 


III. 


2 fay toward the Proof 


SECT. me when thou comeſt into thy kingdom: 


| Chrilt, I ſay, taking Notice of both theſe, 
anſwers him with a Promiſe of much Grace, 


_ Ferily,1 ſay unto thee, To day ſhalt thou 


be with me in paradiſe. 
The Uſe of the Word Paradiſe in Scrip- 


ture and amongſt ancient Writers, Fewz/h 


and Chriſtian, is to ſignify the Happineſs of 


holy Souls in a ſeparate State : and our 
Saviour entering into that State at his Death 


declared to the dying Penitent, that he 
{ſhould be with him there immediately. 


is certain that by the Word Paradiſe St. 
Paul means the Place of happy Spirits, in- 


to which he was tranſported, 2 Cor. xil. 4. 
And this Senſe is very accommodate. and 


proper to this Expreſſion of our Saviour 


and to the Prayer of the penitent Thief, and 
it is as ſuitable to the Deſign of Chriſt in his 


| Epiſtle to the Church of Epheſas, Rev. ii. 7, 


The tree of life in the midſt of the pa- 
radiſe of God, which are the only three 


Places where the New Teſtament uſes it. 
I know there have been great Pains taken 


to ſhew that the Stops ſhould be altered 
and the Comma ſhould be placed after the 


Word To day, thus, I ſay unto thee to 
day, thou ſhalt be with me in paradiſe, 


+ 6. tome Ti ime or other hereafter. As tho 


Chi ſt meant no more than this (vig.) 


= OF hou askeſt me to remember thee when 


* come 


L 


Of a SrPakatk STATE. 
Trome into my kingdom : And I declare SE CT, 


| ON? 


cc unto thee truly this very Day, that ſome 


cc long Time hereafter thou ſhalt be with 
« me in Happincſs at the Reſurrection, 
« when my Kingdom ſhall be juſt at az 
« Eud and I ſhall give it all up to the Fa- 


„ ther,” as in 1 Cor. xv. 24. 

I know allo there are other laborious 
Criticiſins to repreſent theſe Words (To 
Day) in other Places of Scripture as refer- 


ring to ſome diſtant 'Time, and not to mean 


39 


III. 


that very Day of twenty-four Hours: but 
rather than enter into a long and critical 


Debate upon all thoſe Texts, I will ven- 


ture to truſt the Senſe of it in this Place 
with any ſincere and unlearned Reader. 
But if we conſult the Learned, Dr. 


Whitby vill tell us that it was a familiar 


Phraſe of the Fews to ſay on a juſt Man's 


dying, To Day ſhall he 5 in the Boſom of 


Abraham: and it was their common Opt- 
nion that the Souls of the Righteous who | 
were very eminent in Piety were carried 


immediately into Paradiſe. 


The Jews ſuppoſe Enoch to be car- 
ried to Paradiſe even in his Body; and 
that the Souls of good Men have no Wee b 
ruption of Life; but that there was a Re- 


Ward for blameleſ Souls, as the Book of 


IWiſdom ſpeaks, Chap. ii. 22. For God 


created man 70 be immortal and 70 be an 


age 25 


. 


4.0 Eſſay toward the Proof 
SECT. image of his own eternity, which ſeems 
Il to Ns blameleſs Souls entering into 
this Reward without Interruption of their 
Life. And if this be the Meaning of Pa- 
radiſe among the Fews, doubtleſs our Sa- 
viour ſpake the Words in ſuch a known 
and common Senſe in which the penitent 
'Thief would eaſily and preſently underſtand 
him, it being a Promiſe of Grace in his dy- 
ing Hour, wherein he had no long Time 
to ſtudy hard for the Senſe of it, or con- 
ſult the Criticks in order to find the Meari- 
ing. e N 


V. 2 Co RB. v. 6, 8. Therefore we are 
always confident or of good courage, know- 
ing that whilſt we are at home in the bo- 
dy we are abſent from the Lord: We are 
confident, I ſay, and willing rather to be 
abſent from the body and to 1 
with the Lord. The Apoſtle Verſe 4. 
ſeems to wiſh that he might be clothed up- 
on at once with Immortality in Soul and 
Body without dying or being unclothed : 
but ſince Things are otherwiſe determin- 
ed, then in the next Place he would rather 
chooſe Abſence from the Body that he might 
be preſent with the Lord. Theſe Words 
ſeem to me ſo plain, ſo expreſs and ſo 
unanſwerable a Proof of the Spirits of good 
Men exiſting in a Separate State and being 


preſent 
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preſent with the Lord when they are ab- S ECT. 
ſent from the Body at Death, that 1 III. 
could neyer meet but with two Ways of * 
evading it. 

The Firſt is what a Gentlemin many 
Years ago, who profeſs'd Chriſtianity, ac- 
knowledged to me (vig.) that he believ- 
ed St. Paul did mean in this Place as I 
have explained him, but he thought St. Paul 
might be miſtaken in his Opinion, for he 
was not of the Apoſtle's Mind in this Point. 
I think 1 need not tarry to refute this An- 
ſwer. 
The Sarond 8 18, that this Text 
with one or two others of like Kind, do 
indeed ſpeak of the Happineſs of Souls in a 
Separate State, but it doth refer only to the 
Apoſtles themſelves who had this peculiar 
Favour and Privilege granted them . | 
Chriſt, to follow him to \ Paradiſe and en- 
joy his Preſence there, while the Souls of 
other Chriſtians were a aſleep, unconſcious 
and unactive till the Reſurrection. Of 

Anſwer 1. It is granted indeed that 
ſeyeral Verſes of this Chapter as well as 
in the former have a peculiar Reference to 
the Minifters of Chriſt, and perhaps to the 
Apoſtles who are his Ambaſſadors ; but 
there are many Things in both theſe Chap- 
ters that are perfectly applicable to every 
Chriſtian, and the Verles yt before and 

3 3 Juſt 


42 Eſſay toward the Proof 

SECT. juſt after this 8th Verſe, may belong to all 
III. good Men as well as to Apoſtles or Mini- 
ſters. He that hath wrought us for the 
elf ſame thing, i. e. for the Happineſs 
of the future State, zs God, who hath alſo 
_ grven unto us the earneſt of the Spirit, at 
leaſt as an Enlightener and a Sanctifier if not 
as the Author of ſpecial Gifts, for Rom. 
viii. 9. Han) man have not the Spirit of 

Chriſt he is none of his. And Verſe 6 
Therefore we are always confident, or of 
good Courage, knowing that whilſt we are 
at home in the body we are abſent from 
the Lord, for we walk by faith not by 
aht. This is or ſhould be the CharaQter 
of every Chriſtian. And the gth Verle that 
follows it belongs to all the Saints: J/here- 
fore we labour that whether preſent or 
abſent we may be accepted of him ; for 
we muſt all appear before the judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the things done in his body according to 
[bat he hath done, <whether it be good or 
bad. Now why ſhould we ſuppoſe that 
St. Paul excludes all other Chriſtians be- 
ſides himſelf and his Brethren the Apoſtles 
tom the Bleſling of the 8th Verſe (vis) 
that when they are abſent from the body 
they /hall be preſent with the Lord, ſince 
the Verles all round it are applicable to all 


f Chriſtians: "> 
* 2. 
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Anſwer 2. Theſe Chapters were writ- $E CT. 
ten with a Deſign not only to vindicate and III. 
encourage the Apoſtle himſelf under the nth ia 
Sufferings and Reproaches which he met 
with, but doubtleſs to give Encouragement 
to the Corinthians and all Chriſtians un- 
der any Sufferings or Reproaches they 
might meet with in the World ; that (as 
he expreſles 1t a little before) they might 
learn 70 walk by faith and to look at 

the things which are unſeen which are 
eternal. And indeed if this peculiar 
Bleſſing of the Ha ppineſs of a Separate 
State belongs only to the Apoſtles, how 
are the Comforts of the New Teſtament 
narrow'd and diminiſh'd, and the Faith 
and Hope of common Chriſtians diſcoura- 
ged and eneryated and their Motives to Ho- 
lineſs weakened, when they are told, that 
they have nothing to do to lay hold upon 
ſuch promiſed Favours, ſuch Revelations of 
Grace, becauſe they belong. only to the 
Apoftles and not to them 

And indeed how ſhall common Chriſtians 
ever know what Part of the Epiftles they 
may apply to themſelves for their Direction 
and Conſolation, if they may not hope in 
ſuch Words of Grace, where the holy Wri- 
ters uſe the Word I, e and do not plainly 
intimate that they belong to Preachers or 
LES Apoſtles only? © : 
＋ 2. 12 2 : er 


* 44  FE#fay toward the Proof 
j SECT. Anſwer 3. When our Saviour prays for 
CATE himſelf and his Apoſtlesin the Beginning of 
> the xviith of St. 7ohn, he comes in the 20th 
Verſe to extend the Bleſſings he had pray'd 

for to all Belieyers. Verſe 20. Neither pray 

for theſe alone but for them alſo which 

ſhall believe on me through their word, 

that they all may be one as thou Father 

art in me and I in thee, that they may 

be one in us, that the world may believe 

that thou haſt [ent me. Ver. 24. Father 

LF will that they alſo whom thou haſt gi- 

ven me may be with me where J am, 

that they may behold my glory <vhich thou 

haſt given me. Here it is evident that our 
Saviour prays that thoſe that ſhall believe 

on him through the Word of the Apoſtles 

may be preſent with him in his King- 

dom to behold his Glory; and is not that 

| a very conſiderable Part of his Glory, which 

— the Father hath conferred upon him to be 
Derd and King and Head of his Church? 
. But this peculiar Glory reaches no further 
than the Reſurrection and judgment, and 
cannot be ſeen afterwards; for in 1 Cor. 
"nl 0 xv. 24. Then cometh the end, and Chriſt 
—_ os ball Yell ver up the kingdom to God the 
nm Father; the Son himſelf alſo ſhall be ſub- 
mh Jef unto the Father, oat God ny be all 
|| == 9 in all, Ver. 26. 


— 


As 


> — * 
4 — ® pO OS 2's 
— 1 r 8 «vas - 
— — _—_— S _ 
— — Sl 2 n 
wy" —— — — — — 
— — — 
PR. _ 
0 a = — 
—— — — 2 5 hs — — 
—ů —ů— —— — 123 


2 — 
_ — . 
a s ow Us, 
— "lt 
— _— 
— 
gd =  - (AG 
— - — — 


Of a SEPARATE STATE. 


As for that final Blaze of ſupreme Glory 11 £ - 
wherein Chriſt ſhall appear at the Day of 


Judgment juſt before he reſigns up his 
Kingdom and which perhaps 1 is once call- 
ed his Kingdom, 2 Tim. iv. 1. When he 
ſhall come in the glory of his Father 
and of his holy pln as well as his 
own, Mark viii. 28. The Sight of it 


ſhall be publick and common to all the 


World, and not any peculiar Favour to the 
Saints. 


It ſeems therefore moſt probable that it 
is only or chiefly in the Separate State of 


Souls departed that the Saints have a ſpecial 
Promiſe of beholding this mediatorial Glory 
of Chriſt i in his Kingdom; and this Fayour 
our Saviour entreats of his Father for others 


that ſhall believe on him, as well as for his 


Apoſtles, I might here take Occaſion to en- 
quire whether every Text which promiſes 
to other Chriſtians as well as to the Apoſtles 
a Dwelling with Chriſt in his Kingdom 
muſt not have a more ſpecial Reference to 
the Glory of the Separate State, upon this 
very Account, becauſe this Kingdom of 
Chriſt ceaſes at the Reſurrection and Judg- 
ment; and particularly that Text in 2 Pet. 
i. 11. So an entrance ſhall be miniſtred 
unto you abundantly into the everlaſting 
_ kingdom of our Lord aud Saviour feſus _ 
Chriſt - which | is often in Sainte called 
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SECT. rverlaftitg becauſe it continues to the End 


of the World : And the abundant entrance 
into it very naturally refers to our Depar- 
ture from this Life. 

Anſwer 4. I cannot find any Text of 


Scripture where this Bleſſing of being pre- 
ſent with the Lord after Death in the Se- 

parate State is limited only to the Apoſtles : 
TI read not one Word of ſuch a peculiar 


Favour promiſed them by Chriſt; and 
therefore according to the i Courſe of 
{ſeveral other Places of Scripture which have 


been here produced, I am perſuaded it be- 
longs to all true Chriſtians, unleſs the A- 


poſtle in ſome plainer Manner had limited 
it to himſelf and his twelve Brethren, and 


ſecluded or forbid our Hopes of it. After 
all if it be allowed that the Apoſtles 
may enjoy the Bleſſedneſs of a Separate 
State before the Reſurrection, then there is 
ſuch a Thing as a Separate State of Happi- 
neſs for Souls + this precludes at once all 
the Arguments againſt it that ariſe from the 
Nature of Things, and from any ſuppoſed 
Impropriety in ſuch a divine Conſtitution : 
And fince it is granted that there are Mil- 
lions of Angels and ſeveral human Spirits 
in this unbodied State, enjoying Happineſs, 

T ſee no Reaſon why the reſt of the un- 
bodied Spirits of Saints departed ſhould not 

be received to their Soctety” after Dearh, 


unleſs : 
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4 unleſs there were ſome particular Seri p- SECT. 

e | tures that excluded them from 1 3 III. 
VI. Part. i. 23, 24. For I am in 4 

f ſtrait betwixt two, having a deſire to de- 

. part and to be with Chriſt which is far 

"Wh better: nevertheleſs to abide in the flejh 

: ig more needful for you. When the A- 

* poſtle ſpeaks here of his abiding in the 

a Fleſh and his departing from the Fleſh, 

F he declares the F7rſt was more need ful for 

co the Philipprans, to promote Religion in 

„ their Hearts and Lives; but the Second 

"DM would be better for himſelf, for he ſhould 

d be wich Chi when he was departed from 

4 the Fieln.; 

r I would only ask any reaſonable Man to 

"= determine whether when St. Paul ſpeaks 

oY of his being with Chriſt aſter his Depar- 

is | ture from the Fleſh, he can ſuppoſe that 

the Apoſtle did not expect to ſee Chrift till 

11 the Reſurrection, which he knew would 

be conſiderable Diſtance of Time, tho 

7 perhaps it has proved many hundred Y ears 

al longer than the Apoſtle himſelf expected it ? 

1- | No; it is evident he hoped to be preſent 

* with the Lord immediately as ſoon as he 

G, Was abſent from the Body; otherwiſe as 

* J have hinted before, Death to him would 

of have been but of little Gain if he muſt 

h, Naur lain fleeping till the ns ſhall riſe, 

ſs and 
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I. 


— ns. 


SECT, and have been cut off from his delightful 


ſuppoſing this to be a peculiar Favour grant- 


fore. 


bly and church of the firſt-born which are 


men made perfect, and to ae the me- 
diiator of the new covenant, 1. e. The 
| Goſpel or the Chriſtian State bins good 
Men into a nearer Union and Communion 


do: Now the Inhabitants of this World, this 
4 8 Jeruſalem, are here reckoned up, 


the Mediator as the King of his Church; 
the inuumerable COMP any of Angels as Mi- 
niſters of his Kingdom; the general Aſ- 
= ſembly of God's Favourites or Children who 
are called 2% fr /i-born ; perhaps this may 
frefer in general to all the Saints of all Ages 
paſt and to come whoſe Names are writ- 
ten in the Book of Life 1 in Heaven; and 


Eſſay toward the Proof 

Service for Chriſt in the Goſpel and all the 
bleſſed Communications of his Grace. The 
| Obje&tion which may ariſe here alſo from 
ed to the ea is anſwered Juſt be- 
VII. H E B. xii. 23. Te are come to the 
heavenly Jeruſalem, to an innumerable 


company of angels, to the general aſſem- 


written (or regiſtered) in heaven to God 


the judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt 


with the heavenly World and the Inhabi- 
tants thereof than the 7eiſh State could 


od as the prime Lord or Head; Jeſus 


Fenien- 


"1 - B00 © | WT" OO 
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particularly to the ſeparate Spirits of juſt SE CT. 
Men who are departed from this World, 


and are made perfect in the heavenly 


State. The Criticiſms that are uſed to put 


other Senſes upon theſe Words ſeem to 
carry them away ſo far from their more 
plain and obvious Meaning, that I can 


I hardly think they are the Meaning of the 
Apoſtle, for it would be of very little Ute 
for a common Chriſtian to read theſe Verſes 


of divine Conſolation and Grace, if he could 
take no Comfort from * *till he had 
learnt thoſe critical and diſtant Expoſitions 


of ſuch plain Language. 


It has been indeed objected againſt the 


plain Senſe of this Text, that the Hyirits 
of the zuſt or good Men are not yet made 


perfect in Heaven, becauſe the ſame Apoſtle, 


Heb. 11. 39, 40. fays, Theſe all, i. e. the 
Saints of the Old Teſtament, having 06 
tained a good report through faith receiv- 


ed not the promiſes, God having provi- 


ded ſome better thing for us, that they 


without us ſhould not be made ee 


Now theſe had been dead for many Gene- 
rations, yet they received not the Promiſes 


nor were made | nr T hus faith the Ob- 


jection. 


But the 1 Meaning of this T ext is, 
that they lived and died in the Faith of 


many Promiſes, ſome of which were to be 
n fulfilled 


A 
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SFCT. fulfilled after their Days here on Earth, 
III. but were not fulfilled in their Life-time : 
they did not enjoy the Priviledges and 
Bleſſings of the Goſpel of the Meſſiah in 
that perfect Manner in which we do ſince 
the Meſſiah is actually come and has ful- 
filled theſe Promiſes, and by his Death, or 
offering himſelf, as the ſame Apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it for ever perfetted them that are 
ſant7ified, Heb. x. 14. But all this does 
by no means preclude. their Exiſtence and 
Happineſs in a Separate State as Spirits 
made perfect, i. e. in a perfect Freedom 
from all sin and Sorrow; tho it is probable 
this very State of comparative Perfection 
might have ſeveral Degrees of Joy added 
to it at the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, and will 


have many more at the Reſurrection from 
the Dead. 


VII. 2Per. . 14 it meet as 
long as J am in this tabernacle to ſtir you 
up 'by putting you in remembrance ; know- 
ing that hor ty I muſt put off this my ta- 

 bernacle. Here it is evident that the Perſon 
who thinks it meet to ſtir up Chriſtians to 
their Duty, has a Tabernacle belonging to 
him, and which he muſt ſhortly put off. 
: The Soul or thinking Principle of the A- 
poſtle Peter, which is here ſuppoſed to be 
e o o 228 Anime from the 
Taber- 
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„ Tabernacleof the Body in which he dwelt SE CT. 

for a Scaſon, and which he muſt put W . 

ſhortly, that moſt evidently implies an 

1 Exiſtence of this thinking Soul very diſtin& 

e from the Body, and which will exiſt when 

* the Body is laid aſide. Surely the conſci- 

r ous Being and its Tabernacle or Dwelling- 

- place are two very diſtinct Things, and the 

y conſcious Being exiſts when he puts off his 
preſent Dwelling. 

After all theſe Arguments from Scripture _ 
may I be permitted to mention one Which 
1s derived partly from Reaſon and partly 

from the ſacred Records, which ſcems 8 
carry ſome weight with it. 

I he Doctrine of Rewards and Puniſh, | 
ments in a Separate State of Souls hath been 

one of the very chief Principles or Motives 
whereby Virtue and Religion have been 
maintained in this ſinful World throughout 
all former Ages and Nations, and under 

the ſeveral Diſpenſations of God among Men, 
till the Reſurrection of the Body was fully 
revealed: Now it is ſcarce to be ſuppoſed 

that ſuch a Doctrine which God in the 
Courſe of his Providence hath made uſe 
of as a chief Principle and Motive of Re- 
ligion and Virtue through all the World 
which had any true Virtue, and in all Ages 
before Chriſtianity ſhould be a falſe Bo- 
ctrine. Let us prove the firſt Propoſition 

7,1 HE en CNN Oe * 


wr” 
SECT. by a View of the ſeveral Ages of Mankind 


III. 


rection of the Body 
ly the wiſeſt and the beſt of them, but 


Life, 

: warded or puniſhed : And tho this Doctrine 
could not be proved by them with Cer- 
tainty and Clearneſs, and had many Follies 
mingled with it, yet the probable Expecta- 
tion of it, 10 far as it hath obtained among 
Mien, hath had a good Degree of Influence 
through the Conduct of common Providence 
to keep the World in ſome tolerable Or- 
der, and prevent univerſal Irregularities and 

: Exceſſes i in the higheſt Degree ; it hath had 
ſome Force on the Conſcience to reftrain the 
enormous Wickedneſs of Men. 
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and Diſpenſations of Religion. 
'The Heathens who have had nothing 


_ elſe but the Light of Nature to guide them 


could have no Notion at all of the Reſur- 
: and therefore not on- 


perhaps the Bulk of Mankind among the 


Gentzles at leaſt in Europe and Aſia if not 


in Africa and America alſo who have 


been taught by Prieſts and Poets and the 
publick Opinions of their Nation and Tra- 


ditions of their Anceſtors, have generally 
ſuppoſed ſuch a Separate State after this 
wherein their Souls ſhould be re- 


The Patriarchs of the firſt Ages whoſe 


Hiſtory 1 is related in Scripture, had no No- 
tion of the Reſurrection of the Body ex- 
preſiy revealed to them that we can find; 


8 | | EE and 
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1 aud it muſt be the Hope of ſuch a State of SECT. 
Recompence of their Souls after Death that III. 

s | influenced their Practice of Piety, if they 

N were not informed that their Bodies ſhould 


— riſe again. 
. Abraham, Iſaac id Jacob had no plain 
and diftin& Promiſe of the Reſurrection of 
the Body; yet it is ſaid, Heb. xi. 14. They 
received the promiſes, that i is, of —— fu- 
ture Happineſs, aud embraced them, aud 
confeſſed they were ſtrangers and pilgrims 
on earth, whereby they plainly declared 
that they ſought ſome other country, 1. e. 
an heavenly, and God hath prepared a 
city for them. What City, what heaven- 
ly Country can this be, which they them- 
Faves ſought after, but the City or Coun- 
try of ſeparate Souls or Paradiſe, where 
good Men are rewarded and God zs their 
God, if they had no plain Promiſes or Views 
of a Reſurrection of the Body? And indeed 
they had need of a very plain and expreſs 
| Promiſe of ſuch a Reſurrection if they had 
no Notion or Belief of a Separate State or a 
| heavenly Country whither their Souls 
ſhould go at their Death. 25 
Job ſeems to have ſome bright Glimpſes 95 


ole | of Reſurrection in Chapter xixth, but this 
No- was far above the Level of the Diſpenſation a 
ex- wherein he lived, and a peculiar and di- 


nd ; 5 . ; ſtingyiſhing | 
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SECT. ſtinguiſhing Favour granted to him under 
III. his uncommon and peculiar Sufferings. 
In the Inſtitution of the Jewiſh Reli- 
gion by Moſes there is no expreſs mention 
of a Reſurrection, and we muſt ſup- 
pole their Hopes of a future State was chief- 
ly ſuch as they could gain from the Light 
of Nature and learn by Traditions from 
their Fathers or from unwritten Inſtructi- 
ons. For tho our Saviour improves the 
Words of God to Mo/es in the Buſh, I am 
the God of Abraham, &c. ſo far as to prove 
a Reſurrection from them, yet we can 
hardly ſuppoſe the J [raclites could carry 
it any further than meerly to the Happi- 
neſs of Abraham's Soul, Sc. in ſome Se- 
parate State ; and thence came the Notion 
of departed Souls of good Men going 70 the 
5 Boſom of Abraham. 
I grant that David in is: Pſalms, 
E. /aiah and Daniel in their Prophecies, 
have ſome Hints of the Reſurrection of the 
Body; but this doth not ſeem to have 
been the common Principle of Virtue and 
Goodneſs or a general Article of Belief a- 
mong the Jews o or at leaſt not in the carly 
Ages. e 
In the Days of the lates baden and after 
their Return from Babylon 1 confeſs the 
Fes had ſome Notions of a Reſurrection ; 
but they alſo retained their Opinion of the 
rigbecous 
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S-e the Book of Miſdom, Chap. iii. 1, 2, 3, 4. 


"FF 
righteous Souls being at reſt with God in SECT. 
a Separate State before the Reſurrection. III. 


The ſouls of the righteous are in the hand 


of God and there ſhall no torment touch 


them. In the ſight of the unwiſe they 


Seemed to die and their departure is ta- 
ken for miſery, and their going from us 
to be utter deſiructiůon; but they are in 


peace; for tho they be periſhed 3 in the fight 


of men yet 1s their hope full of immor- 


tality, and iv. 7. Though the righteous be 
prevented with acath, yet 88 Shall be in 


„ 
That this was the moſt common Doctrine 


of the Jews, except the Sadducees and 
their Followers, in our Saviour's 'Time, 
and that it was the Doctrine of the primi- 
tive Chriſtians alſo need not be proved 


here: tho they alſo had the Expectation 


of the Reſurrection of the Body. 


Nov if this be the chief or only Doctrine 
which Men could attain to under the Diſ- 
penſation of natural Reaſon, as the moſt 
powerful Motive to Virtue and Piety, if this 
be the chiefeſt Doctrine of that kind that 
we know of which the Patriarchs and pri- 
mitive 7ews enjoy'd, if this alſo be a con- 
Rant Doctrine of later Jeu, i. e. the wiſeſt 
and beſt of them, and of the Primitive 
Chriftians, which had ſo much Influence 


on 
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8E Cr. on their good Behaviour toward God and 
III. Men, and by which God carried on his 
Work of Piety in their Hearts and Lives, 
and by which alſo he impreſt the Conſci- 
_ ences of evil Men in ſome meaſure, and re- 
ſtrained them from their utmoſt Exceſſes of 
Vice and Wickedneſs, is it not hard to be 
ſuppoſed that this Doctrine is all meer Fan- 

cy and Deluſion and hath nothing of Truth 
in it? And indeed if this Doctrine had been 
taken away the Heathens are left without 
any poſſible true Notion of a future State of 
Recompence, and the Patriarchs ſeem to 
have had no ſufficient Principle or Motive 

to Virtue and Piety left them, and the Prin- 
ciples of Goodneſs in the following Ages 
among Jews and Chriſtians, had been 
greatly diminiſhed and infeebled. 

At the Concluſion of this Chapter I can- 

not help taking notice (tho I ſhall but 
Juſt mention it) that the Multitude of Nar- 
ratives which we have heard of in all Ages 

of the Apparition of the Spirits or Ghoſts 

of Perſons departed from this Life, can hard- 

ly be all Deluſion and Falſhood. Some 
of them have been affirmed to appear upon 
ſuch great and important Occaſions as may 

be equal to ſuch an unuſual Event: and ſeve- 
ral of theſe Accounts have been atteſted by 
ſuch Witneſſes of Wiſdom and Prudence 
and Sagen, under no Diſtempers of Ima- 
Sination, 
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gination, that they may juſtly demand a SECT. 
Belief; and the Effects of theſe Apparitions 


in the Diſcovery of Murthers and Things 
unknown have been ſo conſiderable and 


_ uſeful, that a fair Diſputant ſhould hardly 
venture to run directly counter to ſuch a 
Cloud of Witneſſes, without ſome good 

Aſſurance on the contrary Side. He muſt 

be a ſhrewd Philoſopher indeed who upon 
any Hypotheſis can give a tolerable Ac- 
count of all the Narratives in CIaunvill's 


Sadduciſmus Triumphatis, or Baxtes's 


World of Spirits and Apparitions, &c. 


Tho Iwill grant many of theſe Stories have 
but inſufficient Proof, yet if there be but 
one real Apparition of a departed Spirit, then 
the Point is gain d that chere! is a State of 
ſeparate Spirits. 
And indeed the Scripture itſelf ſeems to 
mention ſuch ſort of Ghoſts or Appear- 
ances of Souls departed, Matth. xiv. 26. 
When the Diſciples ſaw Teſts walking on 


the Water, they 7hought it had been a 


ſpirit : And Luke xxiv. 36. After his Re- 
ſurrection they ſaw him at once appearing 
in the midſt of them, and they ſuppoſed 


they bad ſeen a ſpirit; and our Saviour 


doth not contradict their Notion, but ar- 
gues with them upon the Suppoſition = 
the Truth of it, A ſpirit hath not fleſh 
and bones as Fe fee me to have, And 
3 Ac. 
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58 £fay toward the Proof 
ele xx11. 8, 9. The Word Spirit ſeems 
to ſignify the Apparition of a departed 
Soul, where it is ſaid the Sadducees ſay, 
There is no reſurrettion, neither angel 
nor ſpirit, and Ver. 9. If a ſpirit or an 
angel hath ſpoken to this man, Kc. A 
S$P1r1t here is plainly diſtinct from an An- 
gel, and what can it mean but an Appari- 
— tion of a human Soul which has left the 
N Body? T... 1 
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OnJEGTIONS anſwered. | 
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SECT. T TAVING pointed out ſo many 

1 Springs of Argument to ſupport this 

Doctrine from the Word of God as well as 

| from Reaſon and Tradition, I proceed now 
to anſwer ſome particular Obzeftons which 
are rated again it.. 
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N . ien. 1. The Scripture is ſo far from 
1 ſuppoſing that the Soul of Man is immor- 
} : tal, or that there is any ſuch thing as the 
iy: Life of the Soul continuing after the Death 
| \_— of the Body, that it often ſpeaks of the 
Death of the Soul, if the Words were 
| tranſlated exactly according to the Original. 
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. Mhoſoe ver hath killed SE CT. 


any perſon, Hebr. any Soul, 1 Sam. xxii. 22. 


I have occaſioned the death of every Soul 
of thy father's houſe. Judges xvi. 30. 5 


Samſon ſaid, Let my Soul die with the 
Philiſtines. Ezek. xviii. 20. The Soul that 


ſinneth it ſhall die. Pſal. Ixxxix. 48. That 


man is he that liveth and ſhall not ſee 


death? ſhall he deliver his Soul from the 
hand of the grave? 1 Kings xix. 4. Elijah 


requeſted for himſelf that he welt. die, 
Hebr. that his Soul might die. 


Anſw. T he Word Soul in Engliſh, Ne- 


pheſh in Hebrew, hehe in Greek, and 
Anima in Latin, &c. ſignifies not only 


the conſcious and active Principle in Man, 
which Thinks and Reaſons, Loves and : 

| Hates, Hopes and Fears, and which is the 
proper Agent in Virtue or Vice, but it is 
uſed allo to ſignify. the Principle of animal 
Life and Motion in a living Creature. And 
tho theſe two in themſelves are very di- 


ſtint Things, yet upon this Account the 


| Word Soul is attributed to Brutes as well 
as to Men: for the Jews as well as fome 
Heathens in their miſtaken Philoſophy ſup- 


poſed the ſame Soul of Man which gives 


natural Life to the Body to be alſo that 
very intellectual Principle which "Thinks _ 
and Reaſons, Fears and Loves; 4 and upon ; 
thus Account they gave both theſe Princt= 
SEA Ples, 
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SECT: 
IV. 


Ew. E the Proof. 


ples, how diſtinct ſoever in themſelves, one 
common Name and. called them the Soul. 
Now the Soul or the Principle of animal 
Life and Motion being the chief or moſt 
valuable Thing in an Animal, it came to 


paſs that the whole Animal was called a 


Soul therefore even Birds and Fiſhes are 
called living ſouls, Gen. i. 20. and any 


Animals whatſoever in Scripture are called 


Souls or living Souls. And then for the 


ſame Reaſon, 2. e. becauſe the Soul of Man 


is his chief Part, the whole Perſon of Man 


is called his Soul. Gen. ii. 7. Man became 
42 living ſoul, 1. e. a living Perſon. So 


Exod. i. 5. All the ſouls that came out of 


the loius of Jacob were ſeventy ſouls, 
1, e all the Perſons were ſeventy. 


And this is not only the Language of the 


; 7 2ws, but even of other Nations. In our 


Country we uſe the Word Sorls to ſignify 


Perſons ſo we lay a poor Soul, when we 


ſee a Perſon in Miſery : We uſe the Word 
a meagre Soul for a thin Man: We ſay, 


| there 7 were twenty Souls loſt in the 901p, 


i. e. twenty Perſons, c. 
Now the Word Soul among the Hows 


being 19 univerially uſed to ſignify the 
: Per 2 of Mar, they uſed the ſame Word 


to ſignify the Per ſun when he was dead as 


well as when he was alive. Numb. vi. 6. 


He JO © come at 10 dead body, in the 
5 Hebr. 


Of a SEPARATE STATE. G1 


ie Hlebr. no dead Soul, 1, e. no dead Man or SECT. 
Woman or. perhaps no dead Animal. IV. 
Since the Word Soul is taken fo often HWY 


Grave, or being delivered 


Principle which may die, 
Places it ſignifies that intelligent or think- 
ing Principle which cannot die, as we have 


and ſo commonly to ſignify the Perſon of a 


Man or Woman, no wonder that there 1s 
1 frequent mention of Souls dying 1 in the 


Scripture. 
And if the Soul ſignify a Man or Woman 


when they are dead as well as when living, 
here is a fair Account why the Scriptures 


may ſpeak of the Souls going down to the 
from the Grave, 


RC. Pal. Ixxxix. 48. Shall he deliver his 


_ foul from the Pak of the grave? This 


may either denote his Principle of animal 


F Lite, or his Perſon, z. e. himſelf. 


Now this Account of things 1s very con- 


ſiſtent with the feriptural Doctrine of the 
Diſtinction of the intelligent Soul of Man 
from his Body, and the intelligent Soul's 


Survival of the Body, nor do any of theſe 


ſcriptural Expreſſions concerning the Sou! 
forbid this Suppoſition : 


Places the Word Soul ſignifies the Perſon 


for tho in ſome 


of the Man or his Body, or that animal 
yet in other 


before proved where our Saviour tells us, Wwe 


_ ſhould not fear them that kill the body 


but cannot Lill the Soul. Wherefoever 
yi ©... 06 
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9E. 
IPs 
EN 


Eſay toward the Proof 
the Scripture ſpeaks of a Soul being killed, 
it only means that the Per ſon who was 


mortal is flain, i. e. the Life of the Body 


is deſtroy'd, and the Man conſidered as a 
compound Being made up of Soul and Bo- 
dy is in ſome Senſe diſſolved, when one 


Part of the Compoſition dies. But where the 


Soul ſignifies the intellectual Principle in 
Man, it is never ſaid to die, unleſs the Word 
Death mean a Loſs of Happincſ or living 


in Miſery ; but this implies Lyfe ſtill, for 
it cannot naturally be deftroy'd by any 
| Power but that which made it. 


If any Perſon object that the Apoftle in 


Att 1. 31. ſays, The ſoul of Chriſt was 
not left in hell, or the grave; tor ſo 
the Word in che Hebrew may fignify, 
fal. xvi. 10. whence this is cited; there 

1s a ſufficient Anſwer to be giyen to this two 
or three Ways. It may be conſtrued that 
the Principle of the animal Life of Chriſt was 
not left to continue in Death; or that the Per- 


ſon of the Man Jeſus was not left in Death 


or the Grave, the Body being ſometimes 
put for the Perſon; or it may be as well 
_ conſtrued, that the Spirit of Chriſt or his 
intellectual Soul was not left in the State of 
the Dead, or of Separation from the Body, 

which the Word Sheo/ in the Hebrew and 
8 41 in the > Gy eek F ignify., 5 


Here 
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Here it may be obſerycd alſo, that the — T. 


Words which ſignify Hhirit, Ruach, Pnen- 


ma, Spiritus, in Hebrew, Greek and La- 


tin, and other Languages, is uſed ſometimes 
for Air or Breath which is ſuppoſed to be 
the Principle of Life to the animal Body; 


Proof that the conſcious Principle in Man 


2 Wh 


.and ſometimes it ſignifies the intellectual 
Hul, the conſcious and active Principle in 

Man; and therefore whatſoever may be ſaid 
of the Spirit's dying or being loſt, is no 


dies, which is a very different Thing from 


Breath or Air. 


And indeed there ſeems to be an Intima- 
tion of this by Solomon in the Book of Ec- 
cleſiaſtes, Chap. iii. Ver. 21. Mho knoweth 


the ſpirit of man that goeth upward and 


the ſpirit of a beaſt that goeth downward 


to the earth? That the Spirit of Man, i. e. 
his conſcious and intellectual Principle goeth | 
upward or ſurvives at the Death of the Bo- 


dy, but zhe Spirit of the Bea 


off, 1. e. the 
Spring of its animal Life goet /h down to the 
Earth, 1s mingled with the common Ele- 
| ments of this material World and intirely 


loſt. But the Wiſe Man in this Place per- 


haps expreſſes ſome of his former atheiſtical 
Doubts, ſaying, VL ho knows whether there 
is any Difference between them? Yet it in- 
timates thus much, that Men who pretend- 
ed to Wiſdom | in that Age, ſuppoſed ſuch a 

Difference 
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SECT. 


LY: 
Sh 


Eſſay toward the Proof © 
Difference between the Spirit of Man and 
the Spirit of a Brute. 


Objekt. II. Is taken from Pal. v vi. 5. In 


death there is no remembrance of 155 3 
the grave who ſhall give thee dae 4 


and P/al. cxlvi. 4. His breath goeth forth, 


be red to his earth; in that very 


day his thoughts periſh. And Eccleſiix. 5. 
The living know that they ſhall die, but 
the dead know not any thins. From all 


which Words they infer there is no ſuch 


thing as a Separate State of Souls. 


Anſw. Both David and his Son Solomon 
exclude all ſuch ſort of Thoughts and Acti- 
ons, both Religious and Civil, from the 


State of Death as are practiſed in this Life, 


all the Purſuits of their preſent Purpoſes, 
their preſent Way and Manner of Divine 


MWorſhip, and the Management or Con- 
ſclouſneſs of Human Affairs: but they do not 


exclude all manner of Conſciouſneſs, Know- 


ledge, Thought or Action, ſuch as may be 
ſuited to the inviſible State of Spirits. The 


Deſign of the Writers in thoſe Places of 


Scripture require no more than this, and 
therefore the Words cannot be conftrued to 


any farther Senſe, or to exclude the con- 
ſcious and active Powers of a ſeparate Spirit 
from their proper Exerciſe 1 in that inviſible 


World, 


Of a SEPARATE STATE. 


World, tho they har done with all their SECT. 


Actions in the preſent viſible State. 


Object. III. Is taken from John xiv. 


If Ts go and prepare a place for you 1 5105 
rome again and receive you to myſelf, that 
where I am there ye may be alſo ; which 


ſeems to determine the Point, that the Fol- 
lowers of Chriſt were not to be preſent with 


_him'till he came again to this World to raiſe 


the Dead and to take his Dilaplcs to dwell 


with him. 


Anſw. 1. It hath been already granted 5 


by ſome Perſons who doubt of the Separate 


State of all Souls, that the Apoſtles had this 


ſpecial Favour allow'd them to be received 
into the Preſence of Chriſt when they de- 


parted from this Body: Now theſe Words 
were ſpoken to the Apoſties, and therefore 
they cannot preclude this Privilege which 


they expected ( vg.) that when they were 


abſent from the body they ſhould be pre- 


ſent with the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 8. 
Anſw. 2. Chriſt came again to his Diſ- 
ciples at his own Reſurrection from the 


Dead, and taught them the Things of the 


other World, and better prepared them for 


the Happineſs of Heaven and his own Pre- 


| ſence: he came again alſo by the Deſtruc- 

tion of the Jewiſh State, and called his own 

yon. thence before hand, as an . : 
1 EZ 
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*  Efay toward the Proof 
SECT. of ther Salvation whten the World ſhould 


Death, when he that hath the Keys of 
Death and the inviſible World let them 
out of the Priſon of the Body into the 
Separate State, that they might dwell with 

bim: The coming of Chriſt has many and 

various Senſes in the New Teftament, and 
need not be referred only to his coming at 
the Day of Judgment. 
An ſew. z. But ſuppoſe in this place the 

Words of Chriſt be conſtrued concerning his 
great and public coming to raiſe the Dead 
and judge the World; it is certain that in 

that Day the Diſciples ſhall be received to 

_ dwell with him in a much more compleat 

and glorious Manner, when both Soul and 

Body ſhall be made the Inhabitants of Hea- 
ven: But this does not preclude or forbid 
that the ſeparate Souls of his Followers 
ſhould be favoured with his Preſence in 
Paradiſe before his publick Coming to judge 

the World. Tho the laſt and greateſt Bleſ- 

ſing be only mentioned here, it does not 
exclude the former. 


© Ohje. IV. St. Paul i in Phil al, 10, 11. 
; fa ys, that he deſired fo know Chrif and 
the power of his reſurrection, &c. f by 
any means he might attain to the reſur- 


rection of 1 the "ee - Now what need had 
the 


Of a SEPARATE STATE. 67 
Fi the Apoſtle to be ſo ſollicitous about the Re- SECT. 


ir ſurrection if he expected to be with Chriſt IV. 
of immediately upon his Death, ſince being wit | 
m _ Chriſt is the State of ultimate Happineſs? f 
he An ſew. 1. Some learned Men ſuppoſe 1 
th that the Apoſtle here preſſes after ſome pe- | 
nd culiar Exaltations of Piety in this World, 23g 
nd and after an Intereſt in ſome #r/? Refur- | 
at rection, or Reſurrection of the Martyrs and | 
moſt eminent Saints, which would be long = 
he before the general Reſurrection of all the 1 
his Dead, according to the Viſions of St. John, ; | 
ead Rev. xx. 4—7. But as I am not ſufficient- | 
in ly acquainted with the Senſe of that Pro- 1 
to phecy to determine my Opinion on this ſide, | 
eat I proceed to other Anſwers, i 
and _aAnfew. 2. What if the Words of St. Paul | 
rea. NW in this Place to the Philippians, ſhould mean ” 
bid no more than this, as Ver. 13, 14. I forget i 
ere the things that are behind, as tho I had i 
in gained ſo little already as not to be worth i 
age my notice; and 1 reach forth unto thoſe ö 
wel. I hinge which are before, i. e. further De- 7 
grees of Holineſs to be obtained, preſſing {| 


towards the mark of Perfection, if by any 
means I might be made ſo conformable to 
the death of Chriſt, as to be entirely dead 
to Sin, and if by any means I mizht attain 

to the reſurrection of the dead, i. e. to 
ſuch a Perfe&ion of Holineſs as is repreſent- 8 

cd * the Reſurrection of Corifl,. Rom. vi. 
I 1 or 
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68 Effay toward the Proof 
SHOT: or as that in which the dead Saints ſhalt 
be raiſed, tor 1 know I have not already 
attained it, nor am already perfect. 
An ſew. 3. Suppoſe the Soul of St. Paul to 
be preſent with Chriſt after Death in Hea- 
ven in the Separate State, yet this is not the 
_ ultimate or higheſt Happine Of theSaints, 
and therefore he aimed at ſomething higher 
and further, namely, the more compleat 
Happineſs which he ſhould W at t the 
: Reſurrection of the Dead. 


2 


Object. v. Is bende wel from ſeveral 
| Verſes of 1 Cor. xv. Where the Apoſtle is 
imagined to argue thus, If there be no re- 
ur rection of the dead, Ver. 18. Then they 
which are fallen aſlecp in Chriſt are peri- 
ſhed. Ver. 19. Then we have hope only in 
this life and nothing elſe to ſupport us, 

Then Ver. 32. What advantage do I get 

by all my Sufferings for Chriſt, f the dead 
riſe not? We were better comply with the 
Appetites of the F leſh and enjoy a merry 
Life here, Let us eat and drink for to 
- morrow we die; whereby it is evident 
that the Apoſtle places the bleſſed Expec- 
tation of Zhoſe that are fallen aſleep in 
Chriſt only and entirely upon their being 
raiſed from the Dead, which he would not 
have done if there had been ſuch a Separate 
State: He extends our hope in Chriſt be- 
© --_ 
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yond this Life, and raiſes his own Expecta- SE C T. 
tion of Advantage or Reward for his Suffer- 
ings on the Account of the Goſpel entirely NV 
and only upon the Refurrettion of the 
Dead, having no Notion of any Happineſs 


for if he had 
any ſuch Opinion or Hope, this Expecta- 
tion of the Happineſs of the Soul in a Sepa- 
rate State might have been a ſufficient Proof 


that thoſe who died or ſept in the Faith of 


Chriſt are not periſhed, and he had abun- 
dant Reward for his Sufferings in that World 
of ſeparate Souls without the Reſurrection 
of the Body. 
Anfe. 1. It muſt be granted that the 
Scripture in order to ſupport Chriſtians un- 
der preſent Trials chiefly refers them to the 
Day of the Reſurrection and final Judg- 
ment, as the great and chief Seaſon of Retri- | 
bution : the Reaſon of this will appear un- 
der a following Objeftion : Now the A- 
poſtle may be ſuppoſed to argue here only 
on this Foot, neglecting or overlooking the 
Separate State, as tho this final Retribution 


at and after the Reſurrection of the Body 


were comparatively the Whole, becauſe it 


is far the chief and moſt conſi dereble Part, 
being much the moſt ſenſible, and con- 
ſpicuous, and of the longeſt Duration. Ihe - © 


chief Part of any ching is often taken for 
the Whole: and if there were no Reſur- 


8 . rection 


ä Eſay toward the Proof 
SEC r. rection of the Dead, i. e. if there were no 
IV. State of Retribution at all, then the Epicu- 
rean Reaſoning would be good, Let us eat 
and drink for to morrow we die. 
And to confirm this Expoſition we may 
| take notice that in other Places of Scrip- 
ture where the Neſurrection of the Dead 
is mentioned, this Anaſtaſis includes the 
whole State of Exiſtence after Death, both 
the Separate and the Reſurrection State: 
This ſeems to be the Senſe of it in that 
famous Place, Luke xx. 35, Where Chriſt 
argues with the Sadducees who denied the 
Separate State as well as the Reſurrection 
of the Body: Now 1t you take away this 
Anaſlaſis, this whole State of Exiſtence 
and Retribution, then they that ſuffer for 
Chriſt have no Adyantage or Recompence, 
and the Epicurean Doctrine is plainly pre- 
ferable, at leaſt in the common Senſe and 
: Reaſoning of Men, and in ſuch Seaſons of 
Trial and Perſecution, 

Nor is it unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
there might be ſome of theſe Principles of 
 Sadduciſm begun to be inſtilled into ſome 

of the Corinthians (viz) that there were 
no Rewards and Puniſhments at all in any 
future State; for he tells them, Ver. 34. 
That ſome of them had not the knowledge 
, God, i. e. as a righteous Rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeck Is: 1 ſpeak this, ſays 
he, 
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he, to your ſhame. And Ver. 5, 8. he en- - SECT. 
courages them to be ſteadfaſt and unmova- IV. 


ble, always abounding in the work of the 


Lord, for as much as ye know that your | 5 
labour i not in vain in the Lord; i. e. 
There is certainly a future State of Recom- 
pence for Piety, and the Diſcovery of it at 
the Reſurrection of the Dead is the moſt 
publick and glorious Part of it, and there- 
fore he inſiſts upon this alone. 

Anſi. 2. But we may give yet a more 
particular Anſwer to this Objection; for if 
we take in the whole Scheme of the Apoſtle 8 
Argument in this Chapter, we ſhall find 
there is no ſufficientGround for this Objecti- 5 
on againſt a Separate State. He begins 


Ver. 12, 13, Sc. and argues thus, If there 


be uo reſurrection of the dead, then Chriſt 
is not riſen, for he roſe as the Fir/l-fruts 
and his Followers ſhall be the Harveſt, 
Ver. 23. but if there be no Harveſt there 
were no Firſt- fruits: and , Chriſt be not 
riſen, then our preaching is vain and your 
faith is vain; Ver. 14. Then we are found 
falſe witneſſes in matters that relate to 
God, Ver. 15. meer Impoſtors, who preach 
2 wicked Falſhood, and lead you to hope 
for a Happineſs which | ye ſhall never ob- 
tain: for if Chriſt, who died for our ſins, 
Ver. 3. be not raiſed for our juſtification _ 
as in Roni. 4. ult. then ye are yet in your 


ins, 


. _ — ” by ; — SLIT oo I; 
= 0 3 RA AT; — 
* - OY 82 n — en 


n „ 
I — n — n 2 . . 
. or Wis wet Gp eh N * . Y — ae i959 


=: "Hp. + 


r * 
r 4 


gt ro rr. 


. . 


LN. W 


— * * — 
* _ Ws 


g 
At 
IH 


— of — 
—_— 
1 7 
5 | 
* f | 
N = 
* 5 0 
1 J.. 
* 
4 f 
91 7 
- 4: 14 7 
= 14 | 
; [RR 
1 " 1 
: . , 7 
| ” nv 
14 i 
| 4 
: A 4; 
' 1 i} 
: * 
"Es - 3 * 
£ ? 
1 1 : 
, : 
! 4 
= 2 
* A 
. 1 
1 
* Ly 4 [1 . 
** 4 . 
F, * \ 
& 5 a Q f 
1 =_ 
e's 
3 [4 
4 = 
; * Y : | 
% * 
* 1 1 4 
83 7 7 
, 1 
a2 FP. a0 % 
- 5 Fl * 
( 5 
1 1 j y 
n 
a 
* „ 
4% ESR 
J 4 
{ N 5 ? : * 
55 xt 
4 7 4 
9 : 1 . 
ow: i 389 
"a iti 
| 5 : 
1 YI 
i 4 ö 
i. » > [i : 
. 
WIDE: ' 
* p p 4 1 
. 5 f 
”"Y RE 
; —_— 
PRs. 
1 
Fi 4 5 
of ©: * . 
89 * 2 * 
Fir 1 13 4 
© 
. 
4 : 
5 1 ＋ Yr * 
. = 
4 * 
1 p 
g 
'* "LN 
F 105 
—_— 
- 4 | 
1 314 : 
. 54 
* 
. \'S 
15 1 
r 1 
"IS 
1 ' 
4 N 


* 1 
7 282 


* 
* — 
> 2 L 
— —— - I 
la a "WC 


72 
8 mh F. 


E Flay toward the Proof 


Ane, ye lie yet under the Guilt of Sin; z and 
if ſo then alſo they which are fallen aſleep 
in Chriſt or have died in the Faith of Chrift 


are periſhed, Ver. 18. they muſt either be 
condemned or be utterly loſt both Soul 


and Body, having no Ground for Hope of 
eternal Life or any Life or Happineſs at all 
hereafter. Then the Hope of Chriſtians 
could be in this Life only, and we are 


miſerable Creatures who ſuffer ſo much 


for Chriſt's fake, Ver. 19. It would be bet- 
ter for us who have Senſes and Appetites as 
well as other Men, to indulge theſe Senſes 


and Appetites, and eat and drink for to 


morrow we die and there is an End of us: 
There can be no future State of Happinels 


of any kind for us to expect, either in Soul 


or Body, if we have deceived you in the 
Doctrine of the ReſurreQion of CHriſt, and 
all our Goſpel be falſe: We are then ſuch 


ſort of Impoſtors and wicked Cheats as can 


have no Belief of a future State of Rewards 
or Puniſhments, and we were better act like 


ourſelves, and like meer Epicureans give 
5 ourſelyes up to all preſent Pleaſures than 
_ expoſe ourſelves to perpetual Sufferings 


for the ſake of a Man, who (if there 
be no Reſurrection) died and never roſe 
again, and therefore cannot make us 
any Recompence. Now this ſort of arguing 
does not at all preclude | the Saparats 


State 


a SRPARATE STATE. _ 73 
and State of Happineſs but rather eſtabliſh it. SEC 
lee I might add here a further Anſwer to this IV. * 


be 


Soul Ver. 30, 31, 32. and therefore he thinks 
e of it proper to encourage Chriſtians with the 
t all Recompence of the Reſurrection of the Bo- 
1ans dy, without taking any particular Notice of 
are the Happineſs of the Separate State of the 
uch Soul: and in this view of things his Argu- 
bet- ment ſtands good. If there be no Reſur- 
es as rection of the Body there is no Recompence 
enſes for Sufferings in the Body; let us then give 
10 the Body its Pleaſures of Senſe; Let us eat 
Fus: aud drin, while we live, for there is an 
ineſs utter End of us in Death. But (faith he 
Soul Ver. 33.) ſuch evil tradition corrupt all 
1 the good manners, and therefore they are not, 
and they cannot be true: there muſt be a Re- 
ſuch ſurrection of the Body to encourage Suffer- 
s can ings in the Body for the ſake of Virtue and 
vards Religion “. 3 „ : 
51} K „„ O00fect. 
glve X There are ſeveral Pages of juſt and pertinent Anſwer 0 
than this Objection by my learned and ingenious Friend Mr. Henry | 
. Grove in his Thoughts concerning the Proof of a future State N 
lings from Reaſon, which confirm the Replies 1 have here made. {| 
there « Then they, ſaith he, who are fallen aſleep in Cort (by | 
- rol % whom the Martyrs ſeem to be more eſpecially intend- . 
10e «& ed) are periſh'd, for any thing that Cr iſt can do for them, } 
& uU de who will never reward them ior their Sutferings, hes 9 
uin « ver reſtore that Life which they loſt for his ſake.” And 
Sul 8 particularly his Expoſition on thole Words, we are moſt 
barate miſerable of all men, is very agreeable to the Place, 


rift Objeftion (viz.) The Apoſtle is repreſentingg 


the Sufferimgs of the Body for Chriſt's ſake, 


» . on 
e 
2 9 — — 23 . : Os — 
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-SEET« Objeet. VI. Doth not the New Teſta- 
IV. ment conſtantly refer the Rewards and 
Puniſhments of good and bad Men to the 
Time of the Reſurrection of the Dead or 
the ſecond Coming of Chrift? Is it not with 
this Proſpect it terrifies the Sinner, is it not 
with this it comforts the good Man, and 
ſupports him under his preſent Sufferings? 
It would be endleſs to cite all the particu- 
lar Texts on this Occaſion. That one Text 
1 Theſ. iv. 14. ſpeaks the Senſe of many 
others and 1s ſufficient to be cited here. The 
Apoſtle perſuades Chriſtians not to mourn 
for the dead as thoſe that ſorrow without 
hope, and gives this Reaſon, for thoſe who 
ſleep in Jeſus God will bring with him, 
When he comes to raiſe. the Dead and then 
they ſhall be for ever with the Lord; and 
he bids them comfort one another with 
theſe words : Whereas their Comforts had 
been much nearer at hand if he could have 
told them of the Separate State of Happi- 
neſs which the epa Souls of their 


Friends 


0 The Greek run Lignifies that we are more to be 
© pitied than any Men, as wanting the common Under- 
*« ſtanding of Men to ſuffer Death for Chriſt's ſake, who 

would never be able to recompenſe us for it, if he 
be not riſen from the Dead.” And it is (faith he a 
little afterward) “ for want of obſerving the intermediate 
Links of the Apoſtle's Argument (which he there re- 
* preſents) that ſome have been at a loſs for his Mean- 
5 ing while others nave gre N it. See pe. 124, 
Oe. ö | 
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3 Friends at preſent enjoy'd ; and if there SECT. 
d had been any ſuch State he had the faireſt 


K 2 their 


- 
E 


he Opportunity here to introduce it. f 
'or An ev. This very Text I have men- 
th tioned before as aProof of the Separate State, 
et and it 1s plain the Apoſtle ſeems to hint it, 1} 
and tho he doth not inſiſt upon it, when he fup- 55 | 
__ poſes the Souls of the Deceaſed to be with : 
wn. M CÞrift already; for he faith, Godww1ll bring | 
ext them with him, 1. e. from Heaven when 

any he comes to raiſe their Bodies. 

The ut to give a more general Anſwer to the 

—_ Objection, as drawn from the Silence of 

. Scripture in many Places about this Doctrine 5 

%% of the Separate State. 

bin, There are good Reaſons why the New 

Kon Teſtament more ſparingly mentions the Se- 

and parate State of Souls, and doth moſt fre- 

21 N quently (but not conſtantly) refer both Re- 

"Rad wards and Puniſhments to the Reſurrection. 

have (.) Becauſe the Heathens themſelves 

appi- (at leaſt the Wiſeſt and the Beſt of them) 

hdr did believe ſome ſort of future State of 

LAY Happineſs or Miſery, into which the Souls 

„„ i | of Men ſhould be diſpoſed when they de- 

Under parted from theſe Bodies, according to the 

if he Vices or Virtues they had practiſed in this 

th he a | Life; and they derived this Doctrine from 

oe their Reaſonings upon the Foot of the - 

Mean. Light of Nature: Now it is the evident 

P. 124, Deſign of I, and his Apoſtles to lead 


"Is 
2 
5 S 


* 
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their Diſciples to the more peculiar Do- 
ctrines of Revelation, rather than to treat 
them with Sentiments derived from the 
Light of Nature: And this Doctrine of the 
Reſurrection from the Dead and the eternal 


Rewards and eternal Puniſhments that attend 
it, are more abundantly mentioned inthe New 
Teſtament, becauſe they ſtand ſo much 


more connected with the Goſpel of Chriſt 


and with his own Reſurrection from the 


Dead, which is the chief Evidence of its 
divine Authority. It is Chriſt who roſe 
from the Dead whois appointed to raiſe and 


to judge all Mankind; and therefore 1 it is na- 


tural for the Apoſtles in their Writings, who 


deſire to keep the Death and Reſurrection 


of Chriſt always in the View of their Con- 
verts, to point to the awful Events of that 


Day, when their Saviour riſen from the 


Dead, ſhall appear in the Execution of his 
glorious Commiſſion and judge the World. 
Thus St. Paul preaches to the Athenzans. 


Act. xvii. 30. God now commands all men 


every where to repent, becauſe he hath ap- 


Zane a day in which he will judge the 


world in righteouſneſs by that man 2 e 


he hath ordained, whereof be hath given 
aſſurance to all men in that he hath raiſed 
him from the dead. And in many other 


Places he connects our Reſurrection and fu- 
ture Recompences with the Reſurrection of 


Chriſt. 


And 
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And in this Reſpect as well as in ſome 8 1 0 To 


others the Doctrine of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments after the Reſurrection ſeems to carry 
ſuch ſuperior Force in it, eſpecially upon 
thoſe who belieye the Goſpel, that it 1s no 


wonder the New Teſtament more frequent- 
ly refers to this great Day of the Reſur- 
rection, and the Apoſtle derives the chief 
Part of his Conſolations or Terrors from it. 


(2.) Then will be the publick and uni- 


ver ſal Retributions of Vice and Virtue in 
2 more ſolemn Manner exhibited before all 

the World, whereas the Entrance of Man- 
kind into the Recompences of the Separate 


State i is more Private and Perſonal. 
(3.) Then will be the Day of compleat 


Rawar de and Puniſhments of Man in both 
Parts of his Nature Soul and Body: All 
the Separate State belongs only to the 
Soul, and even thoſe Recompences are but 


imperfect before in compariſon of what they 


will be when Body and Soul are united. 


(4.) Then will be the moſt glorious vi- 
ſible and ſenſible Diſtinction made between 


the Good and Bad; and fince this belongs 


to the Body as well as the Soul, it is very 
properly ſer before the Eyes of Men in the 


holy. Writings as done at the Reſurrection, 


becauſe corporeal and ſenſible Things work 
more powerfully on their Imagination, and 
more KolÞly a and effectually ſtrike the Con- 


ſciences | 


7 P 


1 
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SE CT. ſciences of Men, than the Notion of mere 


ſpiritual Rewards and Puniſhments f in the 
Separate State, 


(5.) The State of Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments after the Reſurrection will be far the 
longeſt and moſt durable Recompence of 


the Good and the Bad ; and therefore it 1s call- 
ed eternal ſo often in Scripture ; everlaſt- 


ing life and everlaſting fire, Matth. xxvi. 
46. Whereas the Retributions of the Se- 

parate State are comparatively but of ſhort 
Duration; and this is another thing that 
makes a ſenſible Impreſſion on the Hearts 
of Men (vig.) the eternal Continuance of 
the Joys and Sorrows that follow the laſt 
Judg ment. 


Perhaps it will be revlied here, that in 
the Beginning of this Eſſay I repreſented 


the Separate State as a more eſfectual Mo- 


tive to the Hopes and Fears of Men, becauſe 
the Joys and Sorrows of 1t were ſo much 


nearer at hand than thoſe of the Reſur- 
rection: And why do I now repreſent the 
| Recompences of the Reſurrection under 
ſuch Characters as are fit to have the 
ſtrongeſt Influence and become the moſt 


effetiual Motive * 


An ſev. It is granted that the Recom- 


pences after the Reſurrection have ſeveral 
Circumſtances that carry with them ſome 
peculiar and moſt powerful Motives to 


Religion 


Separate State. 


Of a SEPARATE STATE 
Religion and Virtue ; but that awful Day 8 ECT. 
may ſtill ſeem to want this one Motive 
(viz.) The Nearneſs of it which be- 2 
longs eminently to the Recompences of tage 


Now if the Scripture does 
really reveal the Doctrine of Rewards and 
Puniſhments of Souls immediately after 
Death, and of Soul and Body together at 
the Reſurrection. then all thoſe Circum- 
ſtances of effectual Motive to Piety are col- 
lected in our Doctrine (vz.) the imme- 
diate Nearneſs of them in the Separate 
State, and the publick Appearance, the 
Unzverſality, the Compleatneſs, the Fen- 
ſchility and the Duration of them after the 
great Riſing- day. 


I might yet take Occaſion Hoa this Ob- 


jection to give a further Reaſon why the 


Apoſtles more frequently draw their Mo- 
tives of Hope and Fear from the Reſur- 
rection and the great Judgment, 2. e. that 
even that Day of Recompence was generally 
then ſuppoſed to be gear at hand, and lo 
there was leſs need to inſiſt upon the Joys 
and Sorrows of the Separate State. 
As the Patriarchs and the Jews of old, 


Ger the Meſſiah was promiſed, were con- 
ſtantly expecting his fr ff Coming almoſt in 
every Generation 'till he did appear, and 
many Modes of prophetical Expreſſion in 
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SECT, come as tho they were preſent or juſt at 
hand) gave them ſome Occaſion for this Ex- 
pectation, ſo the Chriſtians of the firſt Age 

did generally expect the ſecond Coming of 


E Jay toward the Proof 


Chriſt to Judgment and the Reſurrection 
of the Dead in that very Age wherein it 
was foretold. St. Paul gives us a Hint of 


it in 2 Theſ; ii. 1, 2. They ſuppoſed the 
day of the Lord was juſt appearing. And 


many Expreſſions of Chriſt concerning his 


Return or Coming again after his Depar- 
ture, ſeemed to repreſent his Abſence 
as a Thing of no long Continuance. It is 


true, theſe Words of his may partly refer 


to his Coming to deſtroy Jeruſalem, and 
the Coming in of his Kingdom among the 
Gentiles, or his Coming by his Meſſenger 
of Death, yet they generally in their ſu- 


preme and final Senſe point to his Coming 


to raiſe the Dead and judge the World: And 
from the Words of Chriſt alſo concerning 


John, Chap. xxi. 22. FI will that he 


 tarry till I come, it is probable that the 
Apoſtles themſelves at firſt as well as other 


Chriſtians might derive this Apprehenſion 


of his ſpeedy Coming. i 


It is certain that when Chrift ſp eaks of 


: his Coming, in general and Dromiſcuous 
and parabolical Terms, whether with regard 
to the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, or the 


ras * of the World, he faith, Matth. 


XXIV, 
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xxiv. 34. Verily I ſay to you, This Gene- SEC T. 

ration ſhall not paſs 'till all theſe things IV. 
be fulfilled. And the Apoſtles frequently "VY 
told the World, the Coming of the Loxd 


was near, Phil. iv. 5. The Lord is at hand, 


Heb. x. 24. Exhorting one another ſo much 
the more as you ſee the day approaching. 
And that this is the Day of the Coming of 
_ Chriſt, Ver. 37. aſſures us, For yet a little 
while he that ſhall come will come and 
Will not tarry. Rom. xiii. 12. Now it 3s 
high time to awake out of fleep. The night 
& far ſpent the day is at hand. 1 Pet. iv. 


5 7. Fo him who is ready to judge the 
quic and the dead, Ver. 7. The end of all 


things ig at hand. James v. 8, 9. The com- 


ing of the Lord draweth nigh. Behold 
tbe judge ſtaudeth at the door. Rev. xxii.10. 


Seal not up the prophecy of this book, for 


the time 1s at hand, Ver. 12. And be- 5 
hold 1 come quickly, and my reward 1s 
with me to give every man as his work 


ſpall be : And the ſacred Volume is cloſed 


with this Aſſurance, Ver. 20. Surely I come 


quickly, and the Eccho and ExpeQation of 
| the Apoſtle or the Church, Amen, even ſo 


come, Lord Feſus. 


It is granted that in prophetical Expreſ- 


ſions, ſuch as all theſe are, ſome Obſcurity 
is allowed: And it may be doubtful per- 
haps whether ſome of them may refer to 


» 
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e or his Coming to call particular 
Perſons away by his Meſſenger of Death, or 
his Appearance to the laſt Judgment. It is 
granted alſo it belongs to prophetical Lan- 
guage to ſet things far diſtant as it were be- 
fore our Eyes, and make them ſeem preſent 
or very near at Hand. But ſtill theſe Ex- 
preſſions had plainly ſuch an Influence on 
primitive Chriſtians, as that they imagined 
the Day of Reſurrection and Judgment was 
very near: and ſince the prophetical Words 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſeemed to carry this 
Appearance in them and to keep the Cu 
under ſome Uncertainty, it is no Wonder that 
the Apoſtles chiefly referred the Diſciples of 
that Age to the Day of the Reſurrection 
for Comfort under their Sufferings and Sor- 
rows: And tho they never aſſerted that 
Chriſt would come to raiſe the Dead and 
judge the World in that Age, yet when 
they knew themſelves that he would not 
come ſo ſoon, they might not think it neceſ- 
ſary to give every Chriſtian nor every 
Church an immediate Account of the more 
diſtant Time of this great Event, that the 
Uncertainty of it might keep them ever 
watchful : And even when St. Paul in- 
forms the Theſſalonians that the Day of the 
| Lord was not ſo very near as they imagi- 
ned it, 2 Thel ii. 2. Yet he does not put it 
off 
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off beyond that — by any expreſs SECT,” | 
Language. Iv. 


Thi — we ſee there is very good Reaſon ä 


why the New Teſtament ſhould derive its 
Motives of Terror and Comfort chiefly from 
the Reſurrection and the Day of Judg- 
ment ; tho it is not altogether ſilent of the 
Separate State of Souls, and their Happi- 
neſs or Miſery commencing in ſome Mea- 
ſure immediately after Death, which has 
been before proved by many Scriptures 


cited for that Purpoſe. 


Here let it be obſerved that I am not 
concerned in that Queſtion, Whether hn- 
man Souls ſeparated from their Bodies have 


any other corporeal Vehicle to which they 


are united, or by which they act during 
the intermediate State between Death and 
the Reſurrection? All that I.propoſe to 

maintain here is, that that Period or Inter- | 
val is not 4 State of Sleep, 1. e. utter Un- 

conſciouſneſs and Unactivity: and whether 
they be united to a Vehicle or no, I call 
it ſtill he Separate State, becauſe it is a 
State of the Soul's Separation from this Body . 
which is united to it in the preſent Life. 


To conclude, tho I think the Doctrine of x 


the Separate State of Souls to be of much 


Importance in Chriſtianity, and that the 
Denial of 1 it e weakens the Motives to 


Virtue 5 
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8E c T- Virtue and Piety by putting off all manner 
VI. of Rewards and Puniſhments to ſuch a Di- 
ſtance, yet I dare not contend for it as a 
Mulatter of ſuch abſolute Neceſſity that a Man 
cannot be a Chriſtian without it. But this 
muſt be confeſs d, that they who deny this 
Doctrine ſeem to have need of ſtronger in- 
ward Zeal to guard them againſt Tempta- 
tion, and to keep their Hearts always alive 
and watchful to God and Religion, ſince 

their Motives to ſtrict Piety and Virtue are 
ſenſibly weakened by renouncing all Belief 
of this nearer and more immediate Sm 
mencement of Heaven and Hell. 
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